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Note to readers: In the event of any inconsistency between this document and the
legislation that affects chiropractic practice, the legislation governs.

This standard of practice will come into effect on the date that members of the College of
Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) receive the legislative and regulatory authority to order
the application of soundwaves for diagnostic ultrasound (diagnostic ultrasound) under
the Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991 (RHPA) and Ontario Regulation 107/96:
Controlled Acts. On the effective date of regulatorychanges, members will be authorized
to order diagnostic ultrasound but not apply diagnostic ultrasound, in accordance with
the RHPA and Ontario Regulation 107/96: Controlled Acts.

INTENT

Chiropractors are primary health care practitioners, are authorized to use the “doctor”
title, and have been granted the authority under the Chiropractic Act, 1991 to:

Communicate a diagnosis identifying, as the case of a person’s symptoms,
i. adisorder arising from the structures or functions of the spine and their
effects on the nervous system, or
ii. a disorder arising from the structures or functions of the joints of the
extremities.

This standard of practice outlines the practices, procedures, education and clinical
competencies expected of a member of the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)
when ordering diagnostic ultrasound 1n the context of reaching a diagnosis, clinical
impression or differential diagnosis, and providing care as defined by the Chiropractic
Act, 1991.

OBJECTIVES

e To enhance the effectiveness and quality of chiropractic care provided to a patient
by a member;

e To identify when it is appropriate for a member to order diagnostic ultrasound for
a patient;

e To describe the practices and procedures required of a member when ordering
diagnostic ultrasound,
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e To describe the clinical competencies required of a member to order diagnostic
ultrasound;

e To enhance the communication of a diagnosis or clinical impression and provide
guidance to a member when it is appropriate to advise a patient to consult with
another health care professional; and

e To encourage a member to engage in effective inter-professional collaboration as
it relates to the ordering and analysis of diagnostic ultrasound-

DESCRIPTION OF STANDARD
Procedures for Patient Selection
It is expected that a member will act in a professional and reasonable manner when
ordering diagnostic ultrasound. A member shall order a diagnostic ultrasound for a
patient only when the history, examination or prior diagnostic tests clinically indicate a
condition that would be better identified, confirmed or ruled out by the ordering of
diagnostic ultrasound.
In ordering a diagnostic ultrasound for a patient, a member shall:
e perform a history-and examination of the patient, as described in Standard of
Practice S-001: Chiropractic Scope of Practice and Standard of Practice S-002:
Record Keeping;

e consider whether a diagnostic ultrasound is required to reach an appropriate
diagnosis, clinical impression and/or plan of care;

¢ make reasonable attempts to obtain previous diagnostic ultrasound test results and
avoid unnecessary duplication;

e communicate with any other health professionals providing care to the patient, as
necessary and relevant to the ordering of the diagnostic ultrasound;

e consider the benefits, limitations, contraindications and risks to the patient
associated with the ordering of a diagnostic ultrasound,

e document relevant information in the patient health record;

e communicate effectively to the patient the rationale and process for ordering the
advanced diagnostic test, and record this rationale in the patient health record; and
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e communicate to the patient billing practices' related to the ordering of the
diagnostic ultrasound.

Follow-up
Following the ordering of a diagnostic ultrasound, a member shall:

e review and analyze the results of the diagnostic ultrasound based on the
interpretation of the test results and/or interpretive reports;

e integrate the results of the diagnostic ultrasound with other test results and clinical
findings;

e review and report the diagnostic ultrasound findings, and how the findings affect
the diagnosis or clinical impression and plan of care, to the patient.in a manner
that is understandable to the patient;

e ensure that an appropriate, reasonable and timely follow-up occurs based on the
results of the diagnostic ultrasound;

e advise the patient to consult with an appropriate regulated health care professional
if the results of the diagnostic ultrasound reveal a diagnosis or findings that fall
outside the chiropractic scope of practice;

e select care options within the chiropractic scope of practice, based on the results
of the diagnostic ultrasound and/or report and

e documentrelevant information in the patient health record.

Clinical Competency

To order a diagnostic ultrasound in the context of their chiropractic practice, a member
must achieve, maintain and be able to demonstrate clinical competency (e.g.,
examination, certification or proof of training) in the ordering of a diagnostic ultrasound,
in the following areas:

the science, principles, and objectives;

the indications, limitations, contraindications and risks;

interpretation of the radiological reports of the diagnostic ultrasound;

the application of the test results and appropriate care in the best interests of the
patient; and

e participation in ongoing continuing education to ensure the member maintains
clinical competency in diagnostic ultrasound.

! See Guideline G-008: Business Practices.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This standard of practice should be in conjunction with:
e Standard of Practice S-001: Chiropractic Scope of Practice
e Standard of Practice S-002: Record Keeping
¢ Guideline G-008: Business Practices

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

[THE LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT SECTION WILL INCLUDE THE AMENDED
CHIROPRACTIC ACT AND CONTROLLED ACTS REGULEATION AUTHORIZING
CHIROPRACTORS TO ORDER DIAGNOTIC ULTRASOUND]



