


RHPA

Duties and Obiects of Colleges

Dufy of College
z.l It is the duty of the College to work in consultation with the Minister to ensure, as a

matter of public urterest, that the people of Ontario have access to adequate numbers of

qualified, iLitl"¿ and competent regulated health professionals' 2008' c' l8' s- l'

Objects of College
3. ( I ) The College has the following objects'

l. To regulate the practice of the profession and to govern the members in accordance

with the healttr profession Act, this Code and the Regulated Health Professions

Act, I991 and the regulations and by-,laws'

2. To.develop, establish and maintain standards of qualification lor persons to be issued

certificates o f registration.

3. To develop, establish and maintain programs and standards of practice to assure the

qualify of the practice of the profession'

4. 'I-o develop, establish and maintain standards of knowledge and skill and programs to

promoteãntinuing evaluation, competence and improvement among the members'

4.1 To develop, in collaboration and consultation with other Colleges, standards of

knowledgå, skill and judgment relating to the performance olcontrolled acts

"o-,ooriumong 
healih professions to enhance interprolessional collaboration, while

respecting the rinique character of individual health professions and their members'

5. To develop, establish and maintain standards of professional ethics for the members'

6- To develop, establish and rnaintain programs to assist individuals to exercise their

rights under this Code and the Regulated Heatth Professions Act, ] 991 '

T.Toadminister the health profession Act, this code and the Regulated Health

professions Act, lggl as it relates to the profession and to perform the other duties

and exercise the other po\Ãiers that are imposed or conlened on the College'

g- To promote and enhance relations befween the College and its members, other

health profession colleges, key stakeholders, and the pubtic.

9. To promote inter-professional collaboration with other health profession colleges'

10. To develop, establish, and maintain standards and programs to promote the ability

of members to respond to changes in practice environments, advances in

technolory and other emerging issues-

I l. Any other objects retating to human health care that the Council considers

desirable. t9é1, c. 18, SJrte¿. 2, s.3 (l); 2007, c- 10, Sched' M, s' l8; 2009, c'26'

s. 2a (l l)-

Dufy
(2) In carrying out its objects, the College has a duty to serye and protect the public

interest. I991, c. 18, Sched. 2, s- 3 (2)'
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COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTORS OF ONTARIO 
MISSION, VISION, VALUES AND STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES  

 
MISSION 
 
The College of Chiropractors of Ontario regulates the profession in the public 
interest to assure ethical and competent chiropractic care. 
 
VISION 
 
Committed to Regulatory Excellence in the Public Interest in a Diverse 
Environment. 
 
VALUES 
 

• Integrity  
• Respect 
• Collaborative 
• Innovative 
• Transparent 
• Responsive 

 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
 

 
1. Build public trust and confidence and promote understanding of the role of 

CCO amongst all stakeholders. 
 

2. Ensure the practice of members is safe, ethical, and patient-centered. 
 

3. Ensure standards and core competencies promote excellence of care while 
responding to emerging developments. 

 
4. Optimize the use of technology to facilitate regulatory functions and 

communications. 
 

5. Continue to meet CCO’s statutory mandate and resource priorities in a 
fiscally responsible manner. 
 

                                      Developed at the strategic planning session: September 2017  
 



CCO Cooe or, CoruDUcT FOR CURRCruT AND
FoRnneR EI.eCreD AND PUELIC MCMSCNS OF

GouncrL AND Not¡-CouNcrL Conn¡vurree MemBERS

Executive Committee
Approved by Council: September 28,2012
Amended: February 23,2016, April 19,2016, September 15, 2016

Current and former elected and public members of Council and non-Council committee
members must, at all times, maintain high standards of integrity, honesty and loyalty
when discharging their College duties. They must act in the best interest of the College.
They shall:

1. be familiar and comply with the provisions of the Regulated Health Professions
Act, l99l (RHPA), its regulations and the Health Professions Procedural Code,
the Chiropractìc Act I 991 , its regulations, and the by-laws and policies of the
College;

2. diligently take part in committee work and actively serve on committees as

elected and appointed by the Council;

3. regularly attend meetings on time and participate constructively in discussions;

4. offer opinions and express views on matters before the College, Council and
committee, when appropriate;

5. participate in all deliberations and communications in a respectful, courteous and
professional manner, recognizing the diverse background, skills and experience of
members on Council and committees;

6. uphold the decisions made by Council and committees, regardless of the level of
prior individual disagreement;

7. place the interests of the College, Council and committee above self-interests;

8. avoid and, where that is not possible, declare any appeatance of or actual conflicts
of interestsl;

refrain fiom including or referencing Council or committee positions held at the
College in any personal or business promotional materials, advertisements and
business cards;2

I There is a general assumption of real or perceived conflict unless confirmation of no conflict by the
Executive Committee and/or Council, which will be addressed promptly.
2 This section does not preclude the use ofprofessional biographies for professional involvement.
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CCO Code of Conduct

10. preserve conf,rdentiality of all information before Council or committee unless
disclosure has been authorized by Council or otherwise exempted under s. 36(i)
of the RHPA;

1 l. refrain from communicating to members, including other Council or committee
members, on statutory committees regarding registration, complaints, reports,
investigations, disciplinary or fitness to practise proceedings which could be
perceived as an attempt to influence a statutory committee or a breach of
conhdentiality, unless he or she is a member of the panel or, where there is no
panel, of the statutory committee dealing with the matter;

12. refrain from communicating to members and stakeholder3 on behalf of CCO
including on social medìa, unless authorized by Councila;

13. respect the boundaries of staff whose role is not to report to or work for individual
Council or committee members; and

14. be respectful of others and not engage in behaviour that might reasonably be
perceived as verbal, physical or sexual abuse or harassment.

Potential Breaches of the Code of Gonduct

15. An elected or appointed member of Council or non-Council committee member
who becomes aware of any potential breach of this code of conduct should
immediately advise the President and Registrar, or if the potential breach involves
the President, advise the Vice President and Registrar; and

16. Potential breaches will be addressed f,rrst through informal discussion with the
Council member(s) or non-Council committee member(s), and subsequently by
written communication expressing concerns and potential consequences.

I, , Council member or non-Council committee member of the
College of Chiropractors of Ontario underlake to comply with the CCO Code of Conduct
for Current and Former Elected and Public Members of Council and Non-Council
Committee Members, both during and following my term on CCO Council or a
committee

Signature Witness

Date

3 Stakeholders include professional associations, societies, and other organizations related to the regulation,
education and practice of chiropractic.
a This does not preclude Council members from communicating about CCO, provided they are not
communicating on behalf of CCO.
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Rules of Order of the Council of the
Gollege of Chiropractors of Ontario

Approved by Gouncil: September 20, 2014

ln this Schedule, "member" means a council member

Each agenda topic will be introduced briefly by the person or committee
representative raising it. Members may ask questions of clarification, then the
person introducing the matter shall make a motion and another member must
second the motion before it can be debated.

When any member wishes to speak, he or she shall so indicate by raising his or
her hand and shall address the chair and confine himself or herself to the matter
under discussion.

Staff persons and consultants with expertise in a matter may be permitted by the
chair to answer specific questions about the matter.

5

6

Observers at a council meeting are not allowed to speak to a matter that is under
debate.

A member may not speak again on the debate of a matter until every council
member who wishes to speak to it has been given an opportunity to do so. The
only exception is that the person introducing the matter or a staff person may
answer questions about the matter. Members will not speak to a matter more
than twice without the permission of the chair.

A member may not speak longer than five minutes upon any motion except with
the permission of Council.

When a motion is under debate, no other motion can be made except to amend
it, to postpone it, to put the motion to a vote, to adjourn the debate of the council
meeting or to refer the motion to a committee.

A motion to amend the motion then under debate shall be disposed of first. Only
one motion to amend the motion under debate can be made at a time.

3

4

7

B

I

10 When a motion is on the floor, a member shall make every effort to be present
and to remain in the room.

When it appears to the chair that the debate in a matter has concluded, when
Council has passed a motion to vote on the motion or when the time allocated to
the debate of the matter has concluded, the chair shall put the motion to a vote
and no further debate is permitted.
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Rules of Order of Council
Approved by Council: September 20, 2014

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

2

A member is not entitled to vote upon any motion in which he or she has a
conflict of interest, and the vote of any member so interested will be disallowed.

Any motion decided by the Council shall not be re-introduced during the same
session except by a two-thirds vote of the Council then present.

Whenever the chair is of the opinion that a motion offered to the Council is
contrary to these rules or the by-laws, he or she shall rule the motion out of order
and give his or her reasons for doing so.

The chair shall preserve order, etiquette and decorum, and shall decide
questions of order, which include addressing any distractions that interfere with
the business of the meeting, subject to an appeal to the Council without debate.

The above rules may be relaxed by the chair if it appears that greater informality
is beneficial in the particular circumstances unless the Council requires strict
adherence.

Members are not permitted to discuss a matter with observers while it is being
debated.

Members are to be respectful, courteous and professional while others are
speaking.

ln all cases not provided for in these rules or by other rules of Council, the
current edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall be followed so far as they may be
applicable.



List of Commonly Used Acronyms at CCO
as at September 2017

Acronym Full Name

ADR Alternative Dispute Resolution
AFC Alliance For Chiropractic (formerly CAC)
BCCC British Columbia College of Chiropractors
BDC Board of Directors of Chiropractic
cAc Chiropractic Awareness Council
ccA Canadian Chiropractic Association
CCEB Canadian Chiropractic Examining Board
ccEc Council on Chiropractic Education (Canada)

SCERP Specified Continuing Education or Remediation Proptram

ccct Canadian Chiropractic Guideline lnitiative
cco Colleee of Chironractors of Ontario
CCPA Canadian Chiropractic Protective Association
CCRF Canadian Chiropractic Research Foundation
Chiropractic Act Chiropractic Act. 1991

cMcc Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College
cNo College of Nurses of Ontario
Code Health Professions Procedurql Code, Schedule 2 to the RHPA

coNo College of Naturopaths of Ontario
CPGs Clinical Practice Guidelines
CPSO College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario

cRc Chiropractic Review Committee
DAC Designated Assessment Centre

FCC Federation of Canadian Chiropractic
FCCOS(C) Fellow of the Colleee of Chiropractic Orthopaedic Specialists (Canada)

FCCR(C) Fellow of the Chiropractic College of Radiologists (Canada)

FCCPOR(C) Fellow of the Canadian Chiropractic College of Physical and Occupational
Rehabilitation (Canada)

FCCS(C) Fellow of the College of Chiropractic Sciences (Canada)

FRCCSS(C) Fellow of the Royal College of Chiropractic Sports Sciences (Canada)

FCLB Federation of Chiropractic Licensing Boards

FHRCO Federation of Health Regulatory Colleges of Ontario

HARP Healins Arts Radiation Protection Act
HIA Health Insurance Act
HPARB Health Professions Appeal and Review Board

HPRAC Health Professions Regulatory Advisory Council

tcRc Inquiries, Complaints & Reports Committee
LSUP Law Society of Upper Canada

MESPO Model for the Evaluation of Scopes of Practice in Ontario

MOHLTC Ministrv of Health and Long-Term Care

MTCU Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities

NBCE National Board of Chiropractic Examiners

ocA Ontario Chiropractic Association

ODP Office Development Proi ect

oFc Offrce of the Fairness Commissioner
OHIP Ontario Health Inswance Plan

PHIPA Personal Health Information Protection Act
PPA Protecting Patients Act, 2017
PIPEDA Personal Information and Protection of Electronic Documents Act
RHPA Regulated Health Professions Act, l99I
UQTR Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières
WHO World Health Organization
WSIB Workplace Safety and Insurance Board











































































SrR¡¡oanD oF Pnncnce
s-001

Chiropractic t.r::ilJ

100

2

DescnrpnoN or STaTDARD

Practising Within the Chiropractic Scope of Practice

All activities and services performed by members must relate to the chiropractic
scope of practice and authorized acts as set out in the Chiropractic Act, 1991, as
follows:

Chiropractic Scope of Proctice

The practice of chiropractic is the assessment of conditions related to the spine,
nervous system and joints and the diagnosis, prevention and treatment, primarily
by adjustment, of,

(a) clysfunctions or clisorders arising from the structures or functions of the
spine and the effects of those dysftinctions or disorders on the
nervous system; ancl

(b) dysfunctions or disorders arising from the structures or functions of the
joints.

Authorized Acts

In the course of engaging in the practice of chiropractic, a member is authorized,
subject to the terms, conditions and limitations imposed on his or her certificate of
registratiory to perform the following:

1. Communicating a diagnosis identifying, as the cause of a person's
symptoms,

i. A disorder arising from the structures or functions of the
spine and their effects on the nervous system, or

ii. A disorder arising from the structures or functions of the
joints of the extremities.

2. Moving the joints of the spine beyond a person's usual physiological
range of motion using a fast,low amplitude thrust.

3. Putting a finger beyond the anal verge for the purpose of
manípulating the tailbone.

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
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Chiropractic Scope of
Practice

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

101

Expectations of a Chiropractic Visit

CCO regulates the full range of chiropractic approaches and a member shall always
practise within the chiropractic scope of practice. As sucþ a member shall perform
the following, which is to be clearly and legibly reflected in the patient health
recorc{:

a consultation related to the patient's presenting condition and/or goals;

an assessment of chiropractic conditions related to the spine, nervous system
and joints; and

a diagnosis or clinical impression related to the chiropractic scope of practice,
consistent with Standard of Practice 5-008: Communicating a Diagnosis;

recommendations for care, including possible referral to an appropriate health
care provider if necessary; and

obtaining of informed consent, consistent with Standard of Practice 5-013:
Consent

On each patient visit (as outlined and defined in G-013: Chiropractic Assessments),
the member shall allow sufficient time to;

provide relevant, safe, supportive and patient-centred qualify care within the
chiropractic scope of practice, and related to the patient's condition and goals;

conduct outcome measures, assessment and reassessment of progress related to
the patient's presenting condition and goals, as required (as outlined and
defined in G-013: Chiropractic Assessments); and

document legible and accurate, individualized and personalized notes
capturing the unique aspects of that particular patient encounter (as outlined
ancl definecl in G-013: Chiropractic Assessments)

3
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102

a

a

Diagnostic and Therapeutic Procedures

A mernber shall take reasonable steps to ensure that any proposed diagnostic or
therapeutic procedure to be used for the benefit of a patient relates to the
chiropractic scope of practice.

For a diagnostic or therapeutic procedure to be acceptable for clinical purposes, it
must be taught in the core curriculum, post-graduate curriculum or continuing
education division of an accredited educational institution.

In order to perform a diagnostic or therapeutic procedure, a member shall:

achieve, maintain and be able to demonstrate clinical competency
(e.9., examinatiory certification, or proof of training) in the
diagnostic or therapeutic procedure; or

be ftrlfilling the requirements to achieve clinical competency and
have informed the patient that they are fulfilling the requirements to
achieve clinical competency.

A member shall obtain the patient's consent to the use of the diagnostic or
therapeutic procedure, consistent with Standard of Practice 5-013: Consent, that is:

. fully informed;
¡ voluntarily given;
. related to the patient's condition and circumstances;
. not obtained through fraud or misrepresentation; and
. evidenced in a written form signed by the patient or otherwise documented

in the patient health record.

If a proposed diagnostic or therapeutic procedure does not relate to the chiropractic
scope of practice, a member should not use the diagnostic or therapeutic
procedures in their professional capacity.

In providing patient care, a member may use adjunctive diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures that are in the public domain. This includes, but is not limited to,
providing nutritional counselling, prescribing orthotics, giving advice on lifestyle
and exercise, providing therapeutic modalities, and other therapies.

A member is reminded that CCO has specifically prohibited the use of some
diagnostic and therapeutic procedures including, but not limited to, dark field
microscopy, hyperbaric oxygen therapy, pelvic and prostate examinations, and vega
testing.

4
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Responding to General Health-Related Questions

A member is restricted from treating or advising outside the chiropractic scope of
practice by section 30 of the RHPA as follows:

Trentment, etc., wherc risk of lmrnt

30 (1) No persory other than a member treating or advising within the scope of
practice of his or her professiory shall treat or advise a person with respect to his or
her health in circumstances in which it is reasonably foreseeable that serious bodily
harm may result from the treatment or advice or from an omission from them.
(specific, limited exemptions are referenced in section 30 of the RHPz4)

Offences

40 (1) Every person who contravenes subsection ... 30 (1) is guilty of an offence
and on conviction is liable,

(a) for a first offence, to a fine of not more than $25,000, or to
imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or both; and

(b) for a second or subsequent offence, to a fine of not more than
$50,000, or to imprisonmcnt for a tcrm of not more than one year, or
both.

In responding to general health-related questions by patients that relate to
controlled acts outside the chiropractic scope of practice (such as prescribing a drug
as defined in the Drug and Phørmøcies Regulation Act, L990, performing surgery ancl

administcring vaccinations), a mcmbcr shall:

advise the patient that the performance of the act is outside the chiropractic
scope of practice and the patient should consult with a health professional
who has the act within his/her scope of practice;

responcl in a professional, accurate and balanced manner in the context of
providing primary health care to the patient consistent with the chiropractic
scope of practice; and

encourage the patient to be an active participant in his/her own health care
which allows the patient to make fully informed decisions concerning
his/her health care.

a

5

a
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a

a

a

lmplications of Failure to Comply

A member is reminded that he/she may be the subject of an inquiry, complaint or
report concerning the provision of chiropractic services or discussions related to
general health-related questions from patients. The Inquiries, Complaints and
Reports Committee (ICRC), composed of elected (chiropractor), appointed (public)
ancl non-council (chiropractor) committee members will review any inqtriry, com-
plaint or report to determine the member's compliance with all relevant standards
of practice including Standard of Practice 5-00L: Scope of Practice. In exercising its
discretiorç the ICRC may consider if:

the diagnostic or therapeutic procedure related to the chiropractic scope of
practice for the benefit of the patienf
the member achieved, maintained and can demonstrate clinical competency
in the diagnostic or therapeutic procedure; and
the discussions with the patient relating to general health-related questions
were consistent with this standard of practice.

LrcrsurvE CoNTEXT

In addition to the legislative provisions outlined above, members are reminded that
the following are acts of professional misconduct under Ontario Regulation 852193
(Professional Misconduct):

2. Contravening a standard of practice of the profession or failing to maintain
the standard of practice expected of members of the profession.

12. Failing to reveal the nature of a remedy or treatment used by the member
following a patient's request to do so.

13. Failing to advise a patient to consult with another health professional
when the member knows or ought to know that,

the patient's condition is beyond the scope of practice and
competence for the member;
the patient requires the care of another health professional;
oï
the patient would be appropriately treated by another health
professional.

14. Providing a diagnostic or therapeutic service that is not necessary.

6
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a
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a

a

Advertising Committee
Approved by Council: September 7, 1996
Amended: September 21 ,2002, June 22,2007, November 29, 2007,
September 24, 2009, February 28, 2017

Note to readers: In the eaent of any inconsistency betuteen this document md the legislntion tløt
affects chiroprøctic practice, the legislation goaerns.

l¡¡rerur

To provide members with advertising guidelines to ensure all advertisements
serve the public interest.

To educate the public on what is available for their chiropractic care

To ensure advertisements are accurate, factual and contain information that is
verifiable.

To ensure, as much as possible, that the public has the information to make
rational choices for their care.

To assist the public in obtaining the services of members of their choice.

To maintain a professional image.

Advertising Definition for the Purpose of Standard of Practice S-016:
Advertising

Advertising is any message communicated outside a member's office through a
public medium, including electronic media such as websites and social media, that
can be seen or hearc{ by the public at large with the intent of influencing a person's
choice of service or service provider. This standard applies equally to members act-
ing individually, as a group, or as a professional health corporation.

DescnrproN or STnTDARD

1,. An advertisement must be:

(a) accurate, factual and contain information that is verifiable; and

(b) readily comprehensible by the persons to whom it is directed.

a

a

1
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2. An advertisement may:

(a) name a specific diagnostic or therapeutic procedure or modality but cannot
claim superiority or endorse Lhe exclusive use of such procedLrres, services,
techniques, modalities or products. References to specific diagnostic or ther-
apeutic procedures must comply with Standard of Practice 5-001:
Chiropractic Scope of Practice;

(b) make reference to the member being a specialist, provided the member is
recognized pursuant to CCO's policy as a specialist, and the specialty is
disclosed. Refer to Policy P-029: Chiropractic Specialties, for the list of
specialties currently recognized by CCO;

(c) make reference to the member being affiliated with any professional
associatiory society or body, other than CCO, only on a curriculum vitae,
business stationery and recognized public displays;

(d) allow an individual or organization to endorse a member provided:

(i) the individual or organization proposing the endorsement has sufficient
expertise, according to CCO, relevant to the subject matter being
endorsed; and

(ii) the member has been appropriately assessed as providing the subject
matter being endorsed; and

(e) offer an initial complimentary consultationl.

(f) include testimonials that refer only to the benefits of chiropractic and
not to a particular member or office, with the exception of a member's
website which may include testimonials that refer to a particular member or
office, provided the testimonials are:

(i) accurate, verifiable, and recorded in the patient health record;

(ii) used only in accordance with the written consent of the patienf

(iii) not obtained using any undue pressuÍe, duress, coercion or incentives;
and

(iv) otherwise compliant and consistent with Standard of Practice 5-016:
Advertising, the chiropractic scope of practice, other CCO standards of
practice, policies and guidelines, and privacy legislation.

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
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3. Any aclvertisement with respect to a member's practice must not contain:

(a) anything false or misleading;

(b) a guaranteed success of care;

(c) any comparison to another member's or other health care provider's
practice, qualifications or expertise;

(d) any expressed or implied endorsement or recommendation for the exclusive
use of a product or brand of equipment used to provide services; and

(e) material that, having regard to all the circumstances, would reasonably be
regarded as disgraceful, dishonourable or unprofessional.

4. A member may advertise his,lher fee for chiropractic services provided:

(a) the advertisement contains accurate, complete and clear disclosure of what
is and what is not included in the fee;

(b) there are no hidden fees/costs;

(c) the member does not bill a third-party payor for the complimentary portion
of the diagnostic or treatment service;

(d) the advertisement expressly states the timeframe to be honoured for any
complimentary or discounted diagnostic or treatment service;

(e) the advertisement does not limit the offer to a certain number of
participants;

(f) no obligation is placeci on the patient for follow-up appointments as a result
of the complimentary or discounted diagnostic or treatment service; and

(g) the advertisement is presented in a professional manner that maintains the
dignily of the profession.

5. A member advertising the exchange of products/services for proceeds/
donations to a charity may do so as follows:

(a) the proceeds/donations are being collected for a registered charity, school or
other organization that, in the opinion of the Advertising Committee, serves
the public's interest (" charity' ) ;

3
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4

(b) the charity is disclosed in the advertisement;

(c) the member discloses the part of the proceeds/donations to be given to tl're
designated charity and if he/she is taking any proceeds/donations to cover
his/her expenses;

(d) the member may not bill any third-party payor for tl're diagnostic or treat-
ment services provided in exchange for the charitable proceeds/donation;
and

(e) the member providing diagnostic or treatment services in exchange for the
charitable proceeds/donation must comply with all CCO standards of
practice.

6. Public presentations or displays'are permissible provided:

(a) a member adheres to CCO's regulations and standards of practice (e.g.,
consent, record keeping);

(b) professional conduct is maintained at all times;

(c) material distributed complies with the advertising standardn;

(d) assessment(s) performed comply with CCO's Public Display Protocol (Policy
P-016) and are for educational purposes;

(e) no controlled acts of diagnosis and/or acljrrstments are performecl; and

(f) no coercion or pressure tactics are usedt.

7. A communication by a member to a patient or prospective patient for the
purposes of soliciting business shall be appropriate to the standards of the
profession and shall be respectful of patient choice, and not involve undue
pressure and not promote unnecessary products or services. A member must
not contact or communicate with or allow any person to contact or
communicate with potential patients via telemarketing or electronic methods.

8. A member must not advertise or permit advertising with respect to his/her
practice in contravention of the regulations or standards of practice.

College of Chiropractors ot Ontario
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Lecrslarve CoTTEXT

It is an act of professional misconduct to contravene or fail to maintain a standard
of practice.

For additional information regarding billing procedures, please refer to Regulation
R-008: Plofessional Misconduct (Business Practices section) and Guideline G-008:
Business Practices.

'A consultation is a meeting to discuss how chiropractic may benefit the patient. A
consultation does not include examination procedures, diagnostic tests
(e.g., radiographs) or treatment services.

'"Displays" include presentations or other visual material to members of the
public, in a place normally frequented by the public, by a person or persons who
are physically present when such material is disturbed or presented.

4 It is strongly recommended that material to be distributed be pre-approved by the
Advertising Committee.

5 Voluntary appointments are perrnitted - i.e., if potential patients ask for the
member's business card or request an appointment.

5

College of Chiropractors of Ontario



Guroeurue
G-016

|TEM 4.1.8 Advertising

110
Advertising Committee
Approved by Council: January 13,1996
Arnended and Approved by Cor.rncil: September 21,, 2002, Jttne 22,2007,
November 29, 2007, September 24, 2009, February 28, 2017

Note to readers: ln tlrc eoent oi ant1 inconsistency betuteen this doctnnent and the legislntion thnt

fficts chiroprøctic practice, the legisløtion gollerns.

ln¡re¡¡r

The advertising guideline is designed to detail Standard of Practice S-016:

Advertising, and to give members guidance when educating members of the
public. Advertisements should help the public make informed choices regarding
their health care. To assist members of the public in making knowledgeable
choices, advertisements must be informative and maintain a professional image.

DescnrproN oF Gu¡DELTNE

1,. An advertisement must be:

(a) accurate, factual and contain information that is verifiable;

Proaiding the public with nccurste, factual, objectiue and aerifiable information to

make øn inþrmed choice in healtlt care is in the public's best interest. Subjectiae

opinions may cause confusiorr and Inck of trust.

(b) readily comprehensible by the persons to whom it is directed.

Adaertisentents should be readíly understsndable so tlrc general public is not
confused by the messûge.

2. An advertisement may:

(a) name a specific diagnostic or therapeutic procedure or modality but cannot
claim superiority or endorse the exclusive use of such procedures, services,
techniques, modalities or products. References to specific diagnostic or ther-
apeutic procedures must comply with the Standard of Practice 5-001:

Chiropractic Scope of Practice;

Such references assíst tlrc public in finding a pørticulnr type of chiroprnctic care ønd

allow an informed cltoice.

Members rncy adaertise seraices (e.g,, øctLpuncture, ultrasound, rødiography),
adjustizte techniques, and other procedures within tlrc public domain (e.g. orthotics,
nutritionøl products). Mentbers sltould understønd exhaustiue lists of eaerything
possible may cortfuse the public and are not ødztised.

1
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(b) make reference to the member being a specialist, provideri the member is
recognized pursuant to CCO's policy as a specialist, and the specialty is
disclosed. Refer to Policy P-029: Chiropractic Specialties, for.the list of
specialties currently recognized by CCO;

Menthers may only use terms such ns "specinlist" and "speciøIizing in" in reference
to the specialties recognized by CCO. A ntember cnnnot aduertise a specíølty in
ørea(s) not recognized by CCO. A mentber may express nn "interest ín" or "focus
on" an aren ofprøctice.

(c) make reference to the member being affiliated with any professional
associatiory society or body, other than CCO, only on curriculum vitae,
business stationery and recognized public displays;

Adaertising a mentber's ffiliøtiotts in any other mediutn mßy confuse the public
and nmy cLtuse compnrisons to otlrcr members, zuhich is not permitted. Itt electronic
media, s nrcmber møy include professional øssociations other than CCO, only in the
cu.rrint.l.um nifnelhíogrøythy secfion of n zuehsite or socínl mediø home page.

(d) allow an individual ol organization to endorse a member, provided:

An utquølified endorsement from a source with little or no experÍise is not in the
pr.tblic's best interest ørtd tntdennines the public's trust.

(i) the individual or organization proposing the endorsement has sufficient
expertise, according to CCO, relevant to the subject matter being
endorsed;

(ii) the member has been appropriately assessed as providing the suþect
matter being endorsed;

(e) offer an initial complimentary consultation.l

Metnbers may ndaertise contplínrcntarylcourtesy initial consultøtions. Members
may not bill any third-party prryors for complimentnrylcourtesy consultatiotts.

(f) include testimonials that refer only to the benefits of chiropractic and
not to a particular member or office, with the exception of a member's
website which may include testimonials that refer to a particular member or
office, provided the testimonials are:
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(i) accurate, verifiable, and recorded in the patient health record;

(ii) used only in accordance with the written consent of the patienf which may
be withdrawn at any time;

(iii) not obtained using any undue pressure, duress, coercion or incentives; ancl

(iv) otherwise compliant and consistent with Standard of Practice 5-0L6:

Advertising, the chiropractic scope of practice, other CCO standards of
practice, policies and guidelines and privacy legislation.

Testimoniøls that refer to the benefits of clúroprøctic nnd not to a particulnr member

or office are permissible; lnzueaer, members may contirute to t¿se specific testimoniøls

on tlæir zuebsites.

Testimoninls must be truthful nnd aerifinble, nnd eaidenced ht the patient health

record.

There must be docutnented pntient consent related to a pnrticulnr testimoninl,
documented in tlrc patient health record.

Patients may only offt, o testimonisl under their own free will and not dtte to nny
coercion or compensøtiott.

As zuith nll adaertising, use of testirnoninls must be consistent with the chiroprøctic
scope of prnctice, ns defined in the Chiroprnctic Act, 7.991, ønd relez;nnt legislation,
støndør ds of pr actice, policies ønd guidelines.

3. Any advertisement with respect to a member's practice must not contain:

(a) anything false or misleading;

Fnlse or misleading statements undermine public trust ín the profession and møy

result in a compløirtt to CCO by ø colleague or s nrcmber of tlrc public.

(b) a guaranteed success of care;

Claims ønd gunrantees of success øre often not aerifiable and mny appeßr

unprofessional. Members should not use expressions such as "znill help" nnd "does

relieue" which imply n guarnntee. Members ffiay LLSe expressions such as "ntay be

able to help" or "has been shoztnt to relieue."

3
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(c) any comparison to another member's or other health care provider's
practice, qualifications or expertise;

Comparison to any facet of another member's prnctice is unprofessional. The public
ønd the profession are better seraed by positiae nnd generic chiroprnctic føcts.

Members should not use ødjectiaes zoith contpat'ntiaes (e.g., "more" or "better") in
tlteir ødaertising because tlrcy imply a compørison. Members mny use zuords such øs

"safe" and "effectiae" to describe the chiropractic profession in general

(d) any expressed or implied endorsement or recommendation for the exclusive
use of a product or brand of equipment used to provide services;

Exclusirse endorsements of products suggest superiority ønd imply a comparison,
which is not permitted,

(e) material that, having regard to all the circumstances, would reasonably be
regarded as disgraceful, dishonourable or unprofessional.

All ødaertisenrcnts must maintain proþssional integrity ønd serae the public's best
interest.

It is an act of professional misconduct to engûge in conduct or perþrm an øct tlutt,
haaing regard to øIl the circuntstances, wottld reasonably be regarded by nrcmbers øs

dis gr aceful, dishonour able or unprofessional.

4. A member may advertise his/her fee for chiropractic services provided

(a) the advertisement contains acculate, complete and clear disclosure of what
is and what is not included in the fee;

The public is entitled to full disclosure of whnt is and whnt is not included in the
ndaertised fee.

(b) there are no hidden fees/costs;

The public is entitled to full disclosure of zuhat is and what is not included in the

adaertised fee.

(c) the member does not bill a third-party payor for the complimentary portion
of the diagnostic or treatment service;

A member is not permitted to bill øny third-party payor for complimentøry
diøgnostic or treøtment seraices as tlús practice is tmethical and may be proþssional
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misconduct

(d) the advertisement expressly states the timeframe to be honoured for any
complimentary or discounted diagnostic or treatment service;

To ensure there is no confttsion ot'nústLnderstanding, the ndaertisement must
indicøte the exøct timefrøme in which the complimentøry or discounted diagnostic
or treatment seraices apply,

(e) the advertisement does not limit the offer to a certain number of
participants;

Mentbers of the pttblic must all be gizten an equnl opportunity to obtain the

adaertised complintentøry or discounted diagnostic or treatrnent seraices. An
qdaertisement that limits an offer to a certøin nwnber of participønts may be

misleøding.

(f) no obligation is placed on the patient for follow-up appointments as a result
of the complimentary or discounted diagnostic or treatment service;

A member may not use ûn ndaertisement for complirnentary or tliscounted
diagnostic or trentnrcnt seraices to pressure or clerce s metnber of the public to
return for follozo-up øppointments.

(g) the advertisement is presented in a professional mamer that maintains the
dignity of the profession.

AII adaertisements must be presented in n professionrtrl mturner, maintain
professionnl integrity, and serae the ¡sublic's best interest. Although discounted fees
møy be offered, online coupons, contests cntd giaenzuays are inappropriate.

5. A member advertising the exchange of products/services for proceeds/
donations to a charity may do so as follows:

An ødaertisement tlnt encourøges plúIanthropy, if done professionally and ethicølly,

seraes tlrc pultlic's interest,

(a) the proceeds/donations are being collected for a registered charity, school or
other organization that in the opinion of the Advertising Committee/ serves
the public's interest ("chaúty");

The chørity or orgønizntion must seroe tlrc ¡tubtlic intet'est.

5
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6

þ) the charity is disclosed in the advertisement;

The public is entitled to fuII disclosure regarding thc chnrity or organizntion for
znhich proceeds are being collected.

(c) the member discloses the part of the proceeds/donations to be given to the
designated charity and if he/she is taking any proceecls/cionations to cover
his/her expenses;

The public is entitled to full disclosure regarding how the proceeds zuill be diaided.

(d) the member may not bill any third-party payor for the diagnostic or treat-
ment services provided in exchange for the charitable proceeds/donation;

A member is not permitted to bill any third-party pnyor for complimentøry
diøgnostic or treøtment seraices øs this practice is unethicøl ønd nuy constitute an
act of frøud.

(e) the member provi<ling cliagnostic or treatment services in exchange for the
charitable proceeds/donation must comply with all CCO standards of
practice.

Members must comply rnith all CCO stnndnrds of prnctice. If the member is
uncertøin if tlæ proposed adrsertisement is øppropriøte, helshe is encournged to

submit it to the Adaertising Committee for reaieut príor to publication. Turnaround
time for s response is approxímately 10 business days.

6. Public presentations or displays2 are permissible provided:

Th.e. adztertisin.g sta.ndard permits pttblic presentatiotts for educational or informationnl
purposes. Being intrusiae to the ptfuIic within ø public plnce, hørnssing the public or
using pressure tcctics are unprofessional nnd undermines the public's trust.

(a) member(s) adhere(s) to CCO's regulations and standarcls of practice (e.g.,
consent, record keeping);

(b) professional conduct is maintained at all times;

(c) material distributed complies with the advertising standard;'

(d) assessment(s) performed comply with CCO's Public Display Protocol (Policy
P-016) and are for educational purposes;
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Assessment procedures, ss listed in CCO's Public Displøy Protocol (Policy P-0L6),
are permitted, prozticled tlrc protocol is followed and consent is obtained.

(e) no controlled acts of diagnosis and/or adjustments are performed;

Since a conrylete histoty ønd examinntion are inappropriate at a ptLblic display,

rnaking a diagnosis or performing øn ødjushnent is not permitted. Adjustments nt a
public display may alarnt the public when obseraing an ndjustment procedure

zoithout a proper explønøtion.

(f) no coercion or pressure tactics are used.n

7. A communication by a member to a patient or prospective patient for the
purposes of soliciting business shall be appropriate to the standards of the
profession and shall be respectful of patient choice, and not involve undue
pressure and not promote unnecessary products or services. A member must
not contact or communicate with or allow any person to contact or
communicate with potential patients via telemarketing or electronic methods.

Arty comnrutúcation to patients or prospectiae patients must be consistent with the

adaertísing standnrd of practice, within the cltíropractic scope of practice, professional

øncl respectful of the public interest, ønd conryliant zuith Cnnndiøn ønti-spam legisln-

tion, no tnntter what the medium.

8. A member must advertise or permit advertising with respect to his/her practice
onnly in compliance with the regulations or standards of practice; and

A member is responsible for all adaertising that is directly or indirectly controlled by

thøt mentber.

LecrslarvE CoNTEXT

For additional information regarding billing procedures, please refer to Regulation
R-008: Professional Misconduct (Business Practices section) and Guideline G-008:
Business Practices.

' A consultation is a meeting to discuss how chiropractic may benefit the patient. A
consultation does not include examination procedures, diagnostic tests (e.g., x-rays)
or treatment services.

Advertising
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2 "Displays" include presentations or other visual material to members of the
public, in a place normally frequented by the public, by a person or persons who
arc physically present when such material is distributed or presentcd.

3It is strongly recommended that material to be distributed be pre-approved by the
Advertising Committee.

'Voluntary appointments are permitted - i.e., potential patients ask for the
member's business card or request an appointment.

Advertising

8
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Note to readers: In the eaent oJ nny inconsistency betuteen this document qnd the legislation thnt

fficts chiroprnctic practice, the legisløtion gotterns.

lrurerur

To advise members of the Advertising Committee's procedure to determine if an
advertisement falls within Standard of Practice 5-016: Advertising.

The advertisement is a proposed advertisement by a member sent to the Committee
for preapproval prior to publication.

DescnrpnoN oF PoLrcY

1. A member consiclering advertising is encouraged to forward hislher
advertisements to CCO for review, prior to publication.

2. CCO forwards the advertisement to the Advertising Committee for review
(via e-mail).

3. The members of the Advertising Committee review the advertisement and
provide feedback to CCO (via e-mail).

4. CCO aggregates the feedback and, on behalf of the Committee Chair, advises
the member in writing (letter, facsimile ancl/or e-mail) if the advertisement
complies with the advertising standard of practice. CCO provides a response
within aporoximatelv 10 business davs.

5. If the member disagrees with the Advertising Cornmittee's decision, the
committee will consider the member's comments, provided in writing, and take
the following actions:

. advise the member that the committee stands by its original decision;

. advise the member that the committee will revise its original decision; or

advise the member that the committee will forward the member's letter to
the Executive Committee for additional review and consideration.

a
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a

Note to renders: In the eaent of nny inconsistency between this document nnd the legislatíon

that fficts chiropractic prøctice, the legislation goaerns.

INre¡¡r AND OBJEcnvES

To fulfill the objective under the Reguløted HeøIth Pro.fessions Act,1991 (RHPA) to
develop, establish, and maintain standards and programs to promote the ability
of members to respond to changes in practice environments, advances in tech-
nology and other emerging issues.

To outline the uses of social media in a professional context;

To provide guidelines to members on how to engage in social media while
continuing to meet legal, regulatory and professional obligations.

a

a

DescnrproN oF GUTDELTNE

lntroduction

The term social media refers to all web and mobile technologies and practices that
are used to share content, opinions, experiences and perspectives online. Social
media has become widely used by people as a rrrea.,J of communication and in
many instances, has become the preferred method of communication. Examples of
social media platforms include, but are not limited to: Webpages, Facebook, Twitter,
Youfube, Linkedln, and blogging sites.

Social media may present opportunities to enhance patient care, education about
chiropractic, intra and inter-professional communication and collaboration, and
opportunities for continuing education and professional development.

A member is expected to comply with all existing legal, regulatory and professional
obligations when engaging in the use of social media, including all relevant
legislatiory regulation, standards of practice, policies and guidelines. The followino
guidelines identify some of those obligations as they relate to the use of social
media.

1
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a

Guidelines

A mcmbcr must:

comply with all legal and professional obligations to maintain privacy and
confidentiality in accordance with the Personal HeøIth Informøtion
Protection Act, 2004 (PHIPA) and CCO standards of practice. A member may
not divulge information through social media that iclentifies a patient by
name or through a combination of other identifying information.

Any communication between a member and patient, such as providing
information or scheduling an appointment, must be done through secrue
private messaging only. A member must have a clear understanding of the
privacy settings available in any use of social media, and apply their use
accordingly. While patients or members of the public may make themselves
publically known through posting, a member must not breach the privacy
or confidentiality of a patient in any context. A member must also exercise
caution when blogging so as not to ìdentìfy a patient.

not provide any clinical advice, or communicate a diagnosis and/or
guarantee results to a patient or any member of the public through social
media. However, a member may provide general health information related
to the chiropractic scope of practice for educational or informational
purposes. All health related information and links posted must be related to
the chiropractic scope of practice.

The chiropractic scope of practice is defined in the Chiroprnctic Act,1991
and further explained in Standard of Practice 5-001: Chiropractic Scope of
Practice. This includes adjunctive diagnostic and therapeutic procedures
that are in the public domairy such as nutritional counselling, prescribing
orthotics, giving advice on lifestyle and exercise, providing therapeutic
modalities.

A member must be cognizant of the risks of using social media for
professional reasons, such as a member of the public incorrectly applying
information found online to their personal health situation. Whenever a
member uses his/her professional designation or provides health related
information, that member is viewed as acting in a professional capacity. A
member must exercise caution when posting health related information, so
that it be clearly used for education or informational purposes, and must not
be used as clinical advice.

a

2
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a

a

exercise caution when posting health related information and links to
journal articles or academic information to ensure he/she is not infringing on
any copyrighted material.

maintain appropriate professional boundaries, and avoid posting
informatiory comments or images that may be perceived as disgraceful,
dishonourable or unprofessional. A member is further encouraged to have
separate personal and professional social media pages;

not post any information to social media that may be perceived as

harassment, bullying, or inflammatory comments. A member is expected to
comply with Guideline G-009: Code of Ethics in use of social media;

comply with relevant advertising provisions in Standard of Practice 5-016
Advertising when using social media for advertising purposes';

understand that information that is posted online cannot be removed easily.
A member must consider his/her legal, professional and regulatory
obligations and exercise good judgment and caution before posting material
to social media.

LecrslmvE CoNTEXT

Ontario Regulation 852193 under the Chiropractic Act, 1991

The following are acts of professional misconduct for the purposes of clause 51 (1)

(c) of the Health Professions Procedural Code:

10. Giving information about a patient to a person other than the patient, his or
her authorized representative, or the member's legal counsel or insurer,
except with the consent of the patient or his or her authorized representative
or as required or allowed by law.

16 Using a term, title or designation in respect of a member's practice contrary
to the policies of the College.

17. Using a term, title or designation indicating a specialization in the
profession contrary to the policies of the College.

Contravening the Act, the Regulated Health Professions Act, 1,991, or the
regulations under either of those Acts.

a

a

28.
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29.

JJ.

Contravening a federal, provincial or territorial law, a municipal by-law or a
by-law or rule of a hospital within the meaning of the Public Hospitals Act,
if the contravention is relevant to the member's suitability to practise.

Engaging in conduct or performing an act that, having regard to all the
circumstances, would reasonably be regarded by members as disgraceful,
dishonorrrahle or rrnprofessional.

This guideline should be read in conjunction with:
o Standard of Practice 5-001: Chiropractic Scope of Practice
. Standard of Practice 5-016: Advertising
. Guideline G-001: Communication with Patients
o G-009: Code of Ethics

rAdvertising is defined in Standard of Practice 5-016: Advertising as "any message
communicated outside a member's office through a public medium that can be seen
or heard by the public at large with the intent of influencing a person's choice of
service or service provider."

4
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Note to readers: In the eoent of any inconsistency betu¡een this document and the legisløtion tlmt

fficts chiropt'actic practice, the legislation goaerns.

Irur¡rur

To ensure that chiropractic is consistently promoted in a professional manner with
personal accountability. This protocol provides members with some practical
approaches to community event planning and implementation.

DescnrproN oF PoLrcY

Displays include presentations of printed or other visual material to members of the
public, in a place normally frequented by the public, by a person or persons who
are physically present when such material is distributed or presented. They do not
include signage, billboards, or other forms of visual advertising that do not ordinar-
ily require that the person advertising be physically present.

Public display is a type of community service that includes educational sessions
ancl/or public health screenings. These public events are used to encourage and
promote chiropractic in a positive and professional manner.

An educational session is a live communication to a group, organization or the
public at large. This may include a formal lecture, informal discussion or presenta-
tion. Professional accountability is imperative as these sessions are usually per-
formed in the absence of formal evaluations.

A public health screening is an assessment procedure to identify possible
chiropractic/health concerns that may require attention. Members may only
perform a screening assessment on willing participants.

Members may conduct a public displaylhealth screening only at the following
events - health fairs and trade shows.

Health fair is a community event focused on the promotion of health.

Trade show is an exhibition for people or companies in a specific industry to
demonstrate products ancl services.

1
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EducøtionøI sessions provide an excellent opportunity to promote chiropractic, and
to inform and educate the public.

Public heølth screenings that stress the importance of preventative health
strategies are used in health professions and are widely recognized to promote
public health.

Public displays and public health screenings are of value to the public because they
may identify early signs of potential health problems and educate the public about
chiropractic. They can be used to help build a stronger chiropractic presence in the
professional and public communities. These events are intencled to promote
chiropractic as a legitimate, safe and effective health care choice.

Set-up/Presentation

All aspects of public displays/health screenings will be evaluated by the
participating public and other professions ancl, for that reason, must remain
professional.

Signs, communication, marketing material, and professional appearance are all
important factors to consider when planning the set-up and delivery of a public
display/health screening.

Signs should state the purpose and intent of the event (e.g., chiropractic talks,
spinal evaluation, postural evaluation, etc.). Members may have signage listing their
affiliation with groups, societies or associations, provided that the affiliated group
officially recognizes the event.

CCO requires notification, in writing, informing of a public display/health
screening at least 10 business days prior to the event. The notification must include
the names of participating member(s) and the event's date, time and location.

Chiropractic Representat¡on

CCO requires that at least one licensed member be present at a public display/
health screening at all times.

lnformation for Distribution

The distribution of all chiropractic information and communication materials (e.g.,
pamphlets, posters, handouts, video/audio materials, etc.) at public displays/health
screenings shall comply with Standard of Practice 5-016: Advertising. CCO
recommends that such materials be forwarded to CCO for pre-approval.
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Turnaround time for approval is approximately 10 business days

Screening Procedures

The primary purpose of a public display/health screening is to educate the public
A member should not pressure or aggressively solicit any potential participant.
Participation must be voluntary.

For the purpose of the public display protocol, "fully informed" means the
participant understands that the purpose of the screening is not to diagnose but to
screen himlher for potential problems that may require further investigation in a
formal office setting. A member must provide the participant with a description and
explanation of the purpose of the screening procedure. Prior to performing any
assessment procedure, a member shall obtain consent that is:

. fully informed;
¡ voluntarily given;
. related to the patient's condition and circumstances;
o not obtained through fraud or misrepresentation; and
. evidenced in written form and signed by the participant or otherwise

documented in the patient health record.

A member shall:

advise the participant that he/she may withdraw his/her consent at any time;

offer the participant the option of having the assessment performed in a private
area (e.9., separated or sectioned off with a curtain); and

perform a screening in compliance with the current privacy legislation.

a

a

a

A member shall not

disrobe or gown any participant at a public display/health screening;

use a method of assessment that uncovers, shifts or alters a participant's
clothing (e.g., shirts, slacks, dresses, etc.) in a way that would be construed as

disrespectful, embarrassing and/or inappropriate; and

perform therapeutic interventions, e.g.r soft tissue therapy or massage/
stretching, mobilizations, manipulation or adjustment (manual/instrumented)

3

a

a
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A members is reminded

if a fee is chargecl for the screening proceclure, the fee must be clisclosecl to the
participant before the service is provided;

to comply with seciion 4 of Standard of Practice 5-016: Advertising;o

a

4

to be sensitive to the fact that he/she may be screening a participant who is
already receiving chiropractic care; and

¡ to not compare their services to any other chiropractor, directly or indirectly.

If it is cleemed appropriate that a participant requires any follow-up chiropractic
care, the member should recommend that the participant visit a chiropractor of
his/her choice.

It remains a participant's choice to follow up with a more complete evaluation at a
chiropractic office.

Screening Equipment

Assessment procedures may include computerized testing, simple functional
testing (with no equipment) andlor questionnaires.

Assessments currently accepted:

o questionnaires
o postural evaluation - computerized, plumb lines or manual
. hands-on procedures (e.g., range of motiory flexibility, static/motion palpation)
. dual or four quadrant weight scales
. surface electromyography (sEMG)** (cervical spine only, when appropriate)
o thermography/thermal scanning (to already exposed spinal areas only, no

clothing is to be shifted/moved)**

** sEMG, thermography/thermal scanning and computerized spinal analysis must
follow generally accepted protocols.
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A member is reminded that he/she represents a profession with high standards and,
when performing any of the above assessments, he/she may be compared to other
professions.

Professional Conduct

A member shall adhere to CCO regulations and standards of practice (including,
but not limited to, consent and record keeping) at all times. A complaint of
professional misconduct may occur il having regard to all the circumstances, a

member's conduct would reasonably be regarded as disgraceful, dishonourable or
unprofessional.
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GGO PUBLIc Drspr-AY STITEMENT

/ The College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) is the self-
governing body of the chiropractic professiory established by
the provincial government

/ CCO is committed to improving the health and well-being of
Ontarians by informing the public and assuring them of
competent and ethical chiropractic care

/ CCO' s mandate is to regulate chiropractors in Ontario and
protect the public interest

.l Every chiropractor practising in Ontario must be a member of
CCO and is listed on the public register of CCO's website

Chiropractors are accountable to the public

For more information about the regulation
of chiropractors in Ontario, please visit
www.cco.on.ca.

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor SL West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5

Tel.: 416-922-6355
Toll Free: 1-877-577-4772
Fax 416-925-9610
E-mail: cco.info@cco.on.ca
Web site: www.cco.on.ca



Advertisement by:

Reviewed by:

! reference to the member
Chiropractic Specialties

ITEM 4.1.12

being a specialist contrary

Date: 129

n Advertisement COMPLIES with standard of practice S-016: Advertising

n Advertisement DOES NOT COMPLY with standard of practice S-016: Advertising, because it
contains the following :

Comments

! information that is false, misleading, or not verifiable

! information that is not readily comprehensible by the persons to whom it is
directed

! reference to a specific diagnostic or therapeutic procedure, technique,
product that claims superiority, endorses exclusive use, or is
Standard of Practice S-001: Chiropractic Scope of Practice

not in with

society or
business

I reference to the member being affiliated with
body other than CCO, except on a curriculum
stationary or recognized public display

! testimonials, contrary

T guaranteed success of

comparison to another member's or care provider's practice,
qualifi cations or expertise

n un expressed or implied endorsement or recommendation for the exclusive use of a
prod¡,rct or brand of equipment used to provide services

lJ an endorsement without sufficient knowledge

! fee for chiropractic services that does not comply with standard of practice (refer to
S-016: Advertilng)

! exchange of ¡iroducts/services for proceeds/ donations to a chari ty that does not
comply with the standard of practice (refer to S-016: Advertising)

I material that, having regard to all the circumstances, would reasonably be regarded
as disgraceful, dishonourable or unprofessional

Comments:

April2017



ITEM 4.1 .13

SUMMARY OF COMPLATNTS, tNQUt

130

Received

HPARB is an independent adjudicative

board that, on request, reviews
certain decisions made by the
lnquiries, Complaints and Reports
Committees of the self-regulating
health professions colleges in Ontario.

Requests for review can be made
by either the complainant or the
member. HPARB considers whether
the investigaiion by the ICRC has

been adequate and whether the
decision is reasonable.

17 23 12
Corrrplairrts lnquiries Reports

Origin of lnquiries/Complaints
Received in2O77

*.Outcome of Complaints and Reports

No further action

Referral to discipline

Advice

Reminders

Or¿l cautions

Specified Continuing
Education or Remediation
Program (SCERP)

Note: Not all outcomes of complaints relate to complaints or reports

received in 2017.

Outcome of lnquiries

52¡ì&
d*s

-E

"ü

-t3

..-Jri:-.- -*!""*; ---., 
-,-.-t'¿ :., PATIENTS

OTHER
PROFESSIONALS
INCLUDING CCO
MEMBERS

INSURANCE
CO¡IPANIES

NON.PATIENT
MEMBERS OF
THE PUBLIC

27

Decisions Reviewed by the Health Professions Appeal
and Review Board (HPARB)

Note: An inquiry is when an
individual does not confirrn if
the letter is to be nLended for
a complaint and does not sign
an authorization form, and the
Collegc does not implcment
the formal complaints process.

HPARB may do one or more of the
following:

. Confirm all orpartof the ICRC decision

. Make recommendationsto the ICRC

. Require the ICRC to exercise any
of its powers other than to request

a Registrar's invesLigation

ln 2017. HPARB issured decisions
on five reviews of decisions of the
ICRC and confirmed the Committee
decisions, deeming the investigations

to be adequate and,/or the decision
reasonable.

Main Areas of Concerns ldentified
by the Complainant for a Complaint

or lnqu¡ry in2O77

Total:70

Patient harm/consent 18

Billing practices 7

Independentchiropracticevaluation 7

Sexual abuse - touching,

communication and boundary 6

Advertising 4

Block fees 4

Conduct unbecoming 4

Misinformation or lack of 
4

information

Failure to advise a patient to

consult with another health 3

professional

Failure to provide information 3

lnsurance fraud 3

Scope of practice 2

Breach of confidentiallty L

Orthotics 1"

lmmunization 1-

lnappropriate office staff L

Social media 1-

Atrl\i.iAi ¡ìiPORi :'a'1.7 i tì,LPOl'ìT./\l'..1 j\lt!1 ')()', 1

18 No consent to ¡nvest¡gate

Did not confirm if letter
was intended to be
a complaint

5



Peer & Practice Assessment Program 2.0 1

|TEM 4.1.14

PPA 2.0, SrneAM l: Pne-Vrsr Quesr¡oruNARE

Name:

131

Registration No.:

Address:

Please give
address where
assessrnent will
take place

Tel )

E-mail

Fax: ( )

Attended CCO record keeping workshop: E Yes tr No

lf yes, note date and location

Pren l¡rroRn¡nnoru

1. Type of practice:

tr solo/private

tr multi DC

tr multidisciplinary

2. lf you practise in a multi DC office, does your associate(s) wish to be peer assessed
as well?

tr Yes Name:

Pleøse have him/her contact Dr. J. Bruce lüalton, Director of Professionøl Prøctice, CCO,
at 416-922-6355, ext. 106 or at bwalton@co.on.ca

3. Do you actively see patients at this time? lf no, in what capacity do you work as a
chiropractor? (Please note: if you do not actively see patients you will undergo a
modified assessment which will not involve reviewing any patient files. Therefore you
are not required to submit any sterilized files.)

@ College of Chiropractors of Ontario June 20'18
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Peer & Practice Assessment Program 2.0

4. Has there been a change in your registration status or type of practice since your
underwent the first peer and practice assessment?

5. Please state the date of your first Peer and Practice Assessment:

6. Please list 3 things learned from the first Peer and Practice Assessment and how
you changed or adapted your practice:

7. Do you use any diagnostic tests or practice techniques in your office that
would not be considered usual or customary in a chiropractic office?

2

8. What degrees/qualifications or specialties do you possess?

9. Name of chiropractlc school you graduated from and date of graduation

lf you actively see pat¡ents please forward to CGO,
this completed questionnaire and

all materials listed on the Action Step Chart
at the end of the introductory letter.

For additional information: Dr. J. Bruce Walton,
Director of Professional Practice, CCO
Tel: (416) 922-6355, ext. 106
Email : bwalton@cco.on.ca

@ College of Chiropractors of Ontario June 2018



Peer & Practice Assessment Proqram 2.0, STREAM 1 1

Peen & PnecncE AssessMENT 2.0= Srnena I WonxeooK 133

Member Name and Registration # Assessor

GxrnopRecnc ScoPE oF PRaclce
*Reference - Standørd of Practice S-00 l: Chiropractic Scope of Practice

1. All activities and services, including all diagnostic and
therapeutic procedures, performed by the member:

(l) relate to the chiropractic scope ofpractice as set out in
the Chiropractíc Act, 1991, and,

(2) appears to have achieved, maintained and can
demonstrate clinical competency in diagnostic or
therapeutic procedures used.

2. The member uses adjunctive diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures that are in the public domain, such as:
. Provides nutritional counseling
¡ Prescribes orthotics
o Provides lifestyle, and exercise advice
. Utilizes various therapeutic modalities such as

ultrasound, IFC, cold laser therapy
. Other:

3. Member appears to be providing diagnostic and
therapeutic procedures specifïcally prohibited, such as :

o Dark field microscopy
. Hyperbaric oxygen therapy
o Pelvic or prostate examinations
o Vega testing

Date

Yes No Gomments

ntr

O College of Chiropractors of Ontario, V.3JUL18 For WEBSITE



Peer & Practice Assessment Program 2.0, STREAM 1 2

134

4. In responding to general health-related questions by
patients that relate to controlled acts outside the
chiropractic scope of practice, the member:
¡ advises the patient that the performance of the act is

outside the chiropractic scope of practice and the
patient should consult with a health care professional
who has the act within his/her scope of practice;

. responds in a professional, accurate and balanced
manner in the context of providing primary health care
to the patient consistent with the chiropractic scope of
practice; and

r Encourages the patient to be an active participant in
his/her own health care which allows the patient to
make fully informed decisions concerning his/her
health care.

5. In responding to general, health-related questions, the
member is aware that:
o Members are restricted from treating or advising

outside the chiropractic scope of practice

6. Member appears to comply with the standard of practice

7. If no - How is the member non-compliant? (provide
examples)

Yes No

nn

n tr

Comments

Disposition: ! Rpp""r, to meet
the minimum levelof
competency

- Standard of Practice S-0 I 3 : Consent

informed,

Yes No Comments

Room for
improvement
(see comments)

ofcare

properly documented in the records (fully f
given, and evidenced in written

form signed patient or otherwise documented in
the patient obtained for:

a) Examination
b) Chiropractic
c) Acupuncture (if )

cafe

@ College of Chiropractors of Ontario, V.3JUL18 For WEBSITE



Peer & Practice Assessment Proqram 2.0, STREAM 1 22

135
Suvriu¡Ry RESULTS oF THE PPA 2.0 Frlp Rnvrrw AND Fmsr PPA 1.0:

Ann¿.s IDENTIFIED As NEEDING IMpRovEMENT
IN PPA 1.0 (Cnclr \ilHAT wAs rDnNTrrrrl)

H¡.Vn CHANGES BEEN MADE
Ef or EN

Anrls lrnNrrrrpo tN PPA
2.0 NnnrrNG TMPRovEMENT

Chiropractic Scope of Practice T T
Delegation I n
Record Keeping T r
Professional Portfolio n T
Reporting of Diseases x
Ordering, Taking and Interpreting Radiographs tr
Putting a Finger Beyond the Anal Verge for the
Purpose of Manipulating the Tailbone

Communic ating a Diagnosis T f
Chiropractic Care of Animals T
Members of More Than One Health Profession tr
Orthotics n
Consent to examination T
Consent to care or plan of care T n
Prohibition of a Sexual Relationship with a
Patient

Advertising T T
Acupuncture tr tr
Third Party Independent Chiropractic Evaluations T n
Conflict of interest in Commercial Ventures n
Communication and Cooperation with CCO n
Assistive Devices x T
Business Practices tr T
Classes of Registration f T
Guidelines for Members Concerning Office Staff r
Mandatory and Permissive Reporting r T
Partnership of Care I Partenariat de soins de santé l
Professional Misconduct l

@ College of Chiropractors of Ontario, V.3JUL18 For WEBSITE



College of
Chiropractorr
of Ontario

UOrdre des
Chiropraticiens
de l'Ontårio

130 Bloor St. West
Suite 902
Toronto, Ontario
MsS 1N5

Tel:416-922-6355
Fax:41 6-925-96 1 0
cco. ¡nfo@cco.on.ca
www.cco.on,ca
Tol I Free: 1 -877 -577 -4772

|TEM 4.1.15

October 16,2018

PerI,ogg! sn4.Con{ideil!ìül - Senl bv e-iloid
Fflr vgur Ím¡nedìøte altentÍoa

Dr.I

Re: Posfing on F¡cebook

Dear Dr. I

It has been brought to th" attention of the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)
that , - .^.-- has made a posting on Facebook on
October 14, 2018 af 7:40 pm (see attached).

To avoid any possible formal complaint, CCO recommends that you delete the
potentially problematic posting and confirm that you have done so. You are reminded
to review and comply with CCO standards of practice, including but not limited to,
Standard of Practice 5-001: Chiropractic Scope of Practice and S-016: Advertising.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this rnatter

Yours truly,

Joel Friedman
Director, Policy and Research
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o
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AWSSICK
SÍARÍER, ?ACK:
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Joel Friedman 138
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, October 'lA, ZOß 5:05 PM
Joel Friedman
Re: Personal and Confidential Communication from the College of Ghiropractors of Ontario

Done. I willfire the person responsible ASAP

Thank you for bringing that to my attention.

On Oct L6,20L8, at 4:11 PM, Joel Friedman <JFriedman@cco.on.ca> wrote:

Good Afternoon,

Please see attached personal and confidentíal correspondence.

Regards,

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
Gollege of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922€355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -877 -577 4772
Fax (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.c¿r

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
This e-mail including any attachments may contain confident¡al infumation and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other
distribut¡on, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have æceived this e-mail ¡n enor, please notlry me immediately by reply e-ma¡l

and delete all copies including any attachmenls without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

<LetterOct ober I 6,20 1 8.pdÞ

<Image-l (006).png>

1



ITEM 4.1.16
Joel Friedman 139
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gollege of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco. info@cco. on. ca>
Friday, November 02,201812:55 PM
Joel Friedman
Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1 ,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

College of Chiropräctors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiropråt¡ciens de l'ûntariotrø

Dear CCO Member:

An online article in the Globe and Mail posted November t, 20LB makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,
and characterizes the potential for conflict of interest among its elected
Council.

We want to share with you some background on the correspondence CCO
had with the article's authors.

This past summer, we received two inquiries from journalist Wayne
MacPhail about the role of CCO and its governance structure.

In both instances, CCO provided a detailed, three-page letter in response
to Mr. MacPhail's questions in a timely, forthright and transparent
manner. The responses came from me as Registrar and General Counsel,
and were undertaken after considerable deliberation and consultation,
with the full support of Council, and were shared with the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care.

We clarified the role of CCO, and demonstrated CCO's effectiveness in
regulating in the public interest by providing a number of illustrations and
metrics. In addition, we compiled and shared links to all the relevant
statues, legislation and standards, to aid in Mr. MacPhail's understanding.

We shared the robustness of CCO's QA initiatives, and thoroughly
explained the complaints and disciplinary process, noting also that the
Health Professions Appeal and Review Board (HPARB), an independent
adjudicative body responsible for reviewing decisions of the Inquiries,
Complaints and Reports Committee (ICRC), has confirmed 24 of the 26
decisions (92o/o) made by ICRC for the years 20L3-2O17 inclusive. The
Ontario Courts have upheld discipline committee decisions in all seven

1



instances in which decisions were appealed. CCO can and has addressed
complaints concerning members acting outside of scope.

In response to questions about diverse styles of practice, we explained
that CCO does not endorse any specific style of practice, but rather
requires that all members practise within the chiropractic Scope of
Practice and in accordance with the legislation governing CCO Standards
of Practice, policies and guidelines.

We also clarified our governance and committee structures, and detailed
the composition of our executive, council and committees, highlighting
the balance between elected members and appointed public members,
Lastly, we noted that if anyone had concerns, we encouraged Mr.
MacPhail to tell them to contact CCO, and we would advise on the
procedures in place to hear a complaint.

CCO's communications to Mr. MacPhail dated June 6, 2018 and August
L4, ZOLB are linked here:

Communication June 6. 2018

Communication August 14, 2018

We will be publishing a brief statement on CCO's website also for use by
any other media as well as any members of the public curious about the
role of CCO in light of the article.

Ms Jo-Ann Willson,
Registrar and General Counsel

Dr. David Starmer,
President
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College of
Chiropractors
of Ontario

UOrdre des
Chiropraticiens
de l'Ontar¡o

130 Bloor St. West
Suite 902
Toronto, Ontario
Mss 1N5

Tel:416-922-6355
Fax:41 6-925-961 0
cco. info@cco.on.ca
www.cco.on.ca
Toll Free; 1-877 -577 -4772

June 6,2018

Mr. Wayne MacPhail
Via E-mail f"wmscphåil@gmail.com)

Re: Your Questions to the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) Relating to the
Regulation of Chiropractic in the Public Interest

Dear Mr. MacPhail

Thank you for your interest in the CCO

As the answers to your questions below are fulsome and complete, and give you the
information needed for your story, we respectfully decline your invitation to meet or discuss
them further at this time.

We have taken the liberly of providing this memo to your editor at The Globe and Mail, and
to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.

The role and effectíveness oÍthe CCO ìn the protectíon of the publíc

CCO's sùatutory mandate is to protect the public through the registation of chiropractors
and the development of standards of praetice to which the profession must conform.

All standards of practice, policies and guidelines are available on the CCO website and
address subjects such as scope of practice, record keeping, performing a chiropractic
adjustment or manipulation, taking and ordering x-rays, consent, prevention of sexual abuse
of a patient, advertising (including websites and social media accounts) and business
practices.

CCO has a robust Quality Assurance Program that includes a peer assessment component.
To date, CCO's approximately 5,000 members have completed at least one peer âssessment.
As part of the peer ¿lssessment process, members' compliance with CCO's regulations,
standards of practice, policies and guidelines are reviewed.

CCO also has a complaints and discipline process designed to cnsure a thorough and fair
investigation of åny accusâtion of professional misconduct against a member, consistent
with the requirements of the Regulated Heallh Professions Act (RHPA).If there is a
complaint of professional misconduct against a member, it is investigated by the Inquiries,
Complaints and Reports Committee (ICRC) as required under the RHPÅ.
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If allegations of professional misconduct against a member are referred to the Discipline
Committee by the ICRC for failure to comply with a regulation, standard, policy or
guideline, CCO is required to prove the allegation of professional misconduct before a
discipline panel composed usually of three chiropractors and two appointed public members.

Information conceming any discipline finding is included on the public portion of CCO's
register, including any notices of hearing, the dates of hearings and the Discipline
Committee's decision(s). As of July 1,2016, information related to findings by the ICRC is
also included on the public register, such as oral cautions, specified continuing education
and remediation programs and undertakings. Summaries of discipline decisions and statistics
related to the ICRC are also included in CCO's annual reports which are all available on the
CCO website under "Publications".

The diversity of beliefs within chiropractic from principled chiropractors to those who
âppear to be interested in moving the profession to an evidence base - and how that
diversity is regulated

As a regulatory body the CCO does not endorse any specific style of practice, but rather
requires that all members practise within the chiropractic Scope of Practice and in
accordance with the legislation governing the CCO, Standards of Practice, policies and
guidelines. By way of example, all members are expected to take a history, perform an
examination, record their findings, communicate a diagnosis, and practise in a manner
consistent with the chiropractic scope of practice, which is referenced in the Chiropractic
Act, 1991.
(https://www.ontario.callawslstatute/9 I c2 l .)

Accordingly, CCO Standard of Practice S-001: Scope of Practice
lhttps://www.cco.on.calwp-content/uploads/2017/10/5-00l.pdf), as well as section 30 of the
RHPA, restrict a member from treating or advising outside of the chiropractic scope of
practice.

In cases where a patient seeks treatment or advice that falls outside of this scope, Standard
of Practice 5-001 sets the requirements as follows:

"In responding to general health-related questions by patients that relate to
controlled acts outside the chiropractic scope ofpractice (such as prescribing a drug
as defined in the Drug and Pharmacies Regulatian.4ct, lgg0, performing surgery
and administering vaccinations), a member shall: advise the patient that the
perþrmance of the oct is outside the chiropractíc scope of practice and the patient
should consult wîth a health professional who has the act within hís/her scope of
practice; respond in a professional, accurate and balanced manner in the context of
providing prímary health care to the patient consistent with the chtíropractic scope of
practice; and encourage the patient to be an active participant in his/her own health
care which allows the patíent to make fully inþrmed decisions concerning his/her
health care."
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Complaints that have come before the CCO and have then gone forward to HPARB.
We have made an extensive study of these cases and would like to walk through our
findings. We have concerns about how some of the actions by chiropractors were
represented to HPARB by the CCO

The Health Professions Appeal and Review Board (HPARB) is an independent adjudicative
body responsible in part for reviewing ICRC decisions of regulatory colleges under the
RHPA. HPARB reviews decisions of the ICRC in circumstances where the action was other
than to refer specified allegations of professional misconduct to the Discipline Committee,
and a request for a review may be made by either a complainant, or a member. CCO is not a
party to a HPARB review.

From 2013-2017 inclusive, HPARB received 26 requests for a review of CCO's ICRC
decisions. Of those reviews, HPARB confirmed 24 ICRC decisions (92%), deeming the
investigations to be adequate and the decisions reasonable. Only two decisions were
returned to the ICRC for further investigation and those have now been finalized.

ICRC, discipline and HPARB decisions speak for themselves, and it would be inappropriate
to comment on what lead to the decisions or what the decisions may mean. Further, with
respect to any of the 26 specifìc cases, it would take significant time and effort to re-
familiarize ourselves with the facts and evidence. If you wish to identiff what you refer to as

specific oconcems' or the specific 'findings' of interest, perhaps we could provide a further
response - after review with our legal counsel of course.

We are also interested the challenge the CCO faces in regulating chiropractic for the
public good when members of the CCO board and committees hold views and that are
contested within the profession including those on vaccination, the treatment of infants
and children, and practicing beyond the scope. Some, as you know, have themselves
been the subject of a complaint to the CCO.

All of CCO's committees and Council are composed of chiropractors elected by the
province's over 5,000 chiropractors, as well as public members appointed by the provincial
govemment. Elected and public members are required by law to regulate chiropractic in the
public interest and consistent with the requirements of the legislation goveming the
profession, as identified in our previous ans\ryers. All chiropractorso whether an active or past
Cotrncil member, must practise within the legal framework provided by the profession's
governing legislation as described above. If you are aware of any behavior by members
which may be inconsistent with CCO's standards, policies or guidelines, I encourage you to
bring it to CCO's attention so appropriate action may be taken.



4

144

@Ð
I trust you will find these nesponses to yorn questions helpñrl to your inquiries.

Jo-AnnWillson
and General Cor¡nsel

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
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August 14,2018

IvIr. Wayne MacPhail

Via E-mail (wmacphail@gmail.com)

Re: Globe and Mail sends final request to respond to specific questions (sent July 27,2A18)

Dear Mr, MacPhail:

The College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) is the governing body established by the
provincial government to regulate chiropractors in Ontario. CCO Council and committees are

comprised of both elected members and public members appointed by the provincial
government. Thank you for your continued interest in CCO.

CCO regulates in the public interest, assuring the more than2.5 million Ontarians* who utilize
chiropractic services the expectation of ethical and competent care. Our accountably to this
public is paramount and guides our actions as regulator, whether in supervising a robust and

rigorous quality assurance program for CCO members, informing chiropractic patients of
established processes for registering complaints against a member, or in publishing the initiation
and outcome of these processes on the public-facing section of CCO's website. CCO's
legislative framework is the same as that for the many other self-goveming professions under the

Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991 (RHPA).

As I indicated to you in our correspondence dated June 6, 2018, CCO does not endorse any

specific style of practice. Rather, as the regulatory body in Ontario, CCO requires that all
members act within a chiropractic scope of practice, and in accordance with CCO standards,

policies and guidelines, which are regularly reviewed through the lens of public protection.

The Chiropractic Act, 1991 establishes the scope of practice for chiropractic in the province. By
defïnition, members of CCO 

-and 
all who practise chiropractic in Ontario must be registered

members-are thereby restricted from treating or advising outside this scope.

In addition, CCO has published clear standards for members in responding to health-related

questions that fall outside of the defined scope of practice. As a reminder, in general such

questions require that the chiropractor advise the patient that the performance of the act is

outside the chiropractic scope of practice and that the patient should consult with a health

professional who has the act within his/her scope of practice, Not doing so would represent a

breach of the standards of practice.
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Should there be concerns or complaints about the practice of any chiropractor in the province
regulated by CCO-such as those rnqde by the unnamed "critics" referred to in your email-
there are evidentiary-based processes for bringing such complaints to CCO's attentíon as

described below.

If anyone in the province has a complaint about the professional conduct of a registered member,
whether in regards to the scope of his/her practice, or any other professional conduct, CCO has a

rigorous, transparent complaints and discipline procedure in place to ensure a thorough and fair
investigation. This process is consistent with the requirements of the RHPA, which governs all
regulated health care professions.

As you know, complaints are first investigated by the Inquiries, Complaints and Reports

Committee (ICRC) as required under the RHPA. The ICRC may then refer specified allegations
of professional misconduct to CCO's Discipline Committee, if it believes that a CCO member
has failed to comply with a regulation, standard or guideline. CCO is then required to prove the
allegation before a discipline panel made up of three chiropractors and two public members.

Notices and dates of discíplinary hearings, as well as decisions of the Discipline Committee, are
publíc.In addition, CCO's public register also includes any information from earlier findings of
the ICRC such as oral cautions, specified continuing education or remediation programs.

Summaries of discipline decisions and statistics related to the ICRC are also included in CCO's
annual report.

As I shared with you previously, in those instances in which the findings of the ICRC have been

appealecl for review by the Health Professions Appeal ancl Revie,w Boarcl (HPARB), HPARB has

upheld 92% of the decîsions and referced two for further investigation (those matters have also
now been concluded).

Furthermore, in the past 15 years, the Ontario courts have reviewed seven decisions made by
CCO's Discipline Committee. Please note that the courts upheldthe Discipline Committee
decisions in the six cases in which members appealed decisions of professional misconduct made

against them. In the one case in which CCO appealed to the courts because of the leniency of the
penalty, the Ontario Court of Appeal allowed CCO's appeal and the matter was sent back for a
new hearing, resulting in revocation of the member's certificate of registration.

Taken together, these transpørent processes for investigating, prosecuting, documenting and
disseminøting inþrmation pertaining to the professional conduct of chiropractors in Ontario,

and the confirmatîon of CCO decisions at qppeal or in the courts, demonstrate the vigilance and

ffictiveness af CCO in safeguarding the publíc interest.

You have asked once more about the composition of CCO's Council and committees from the

perspective of elected members' styles of practice.

2



3

Again as mentioned previously, CCO does not endorse any specific style of practice but requires
all members adhere to the standards, regulations and guídelines that govern the profession.

Elected and public members (appointed by the provincial government) of CCO Council and

committees are required by law to regulate chiropractic in the public interest, consistent with
these requirements.

Both current and former elected and public members of Council and non-Council committee
members are obliged to sign and abide by a Code of Conduct that calls upon them to maintain
high standards of integrþ, honesty and loyalty when discharging their duties.

Specifically, Council and committee members are required to place the interests of CCO,
Council and committees above self-interests; uphold the decisions made by Council and

committees, and to avoid and, where that is not possible, to declare arry appearance of or actual
conflicts of interests. Council and committee members take seriously their roles, duties, and

fiduciary obligations to protect the public interest and CCO remains committed to exercising its
statutory responsibility to regulate chiropractic and protect the public interest.

147

$incerely,

Jo[^^r- td¡Uu¿
"þ-enn Willson

Registrar and General Counsel

*Based on the most recent survey data available (2016), undertaken by Environics and GWP,
commissioned by the Ontario Chiropractic Association and the Canadian Chiropractic
Association respectively, which indicated a chiropractic utilization rate of 2Ao/o in the province of
Ontario, population 13,97 6,32 ( 201 6).
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Gtobe and Mait articte dated November 1, 2018 referencing
the Cotlege of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) 

Mg
CCO is mandated by the province to regutate chiropractic in the pubtic interest, assuring the
estimated 2.5 mittion Ontarians who use chiropractic services of ethicatand competent care.
Accountabitity to the pubtic Auides our actions, which include supervising quatity assurance programs
for chiropractors, informing chiropractic patients and the pubtic of established processes for
registering comptaints, and pubtishing the outcome of these complaints and disciptine proceedings
on CCO's website.

As provided for by provincial legislation CCO's rote as regulator is not to endorse any specific styte of
practice, but rather io require that at[ members practise within the chiropractic Scope of Practice
outtined in the legistation, and respect att CCO Standards of Practice, policies and guidetines. ln
addition, CCO has published clear standards for members in responding to patienis' heatth-retated
questions that fatt outside of the defined Scope of Practice, such as questions relating to vaccination,
surgery or medication https://www.cco.on.calwp-content luploadsl20lB/06/S-001.pdf.

CCO's governing CounciI and its committees are made up of elected members and pubtic members
(appointed by the provincial government), who are obtiged to abide by a Code of Conduct that catts
upon them to ptace the interests of CCO above se[f-interests, and to maintain high standards of
integrity, honesty and toyatty when discharging their duties.

Shoutd anyone have a complaint about the professional conduct of any registered member or Councit
member, whether in regards to the scope of hís/her practice, or any other professionaI conduct, CCO
has a rigorous, transparent complaints and disciptine procedure rn place to ensure a thorough and fair
investigation and appropriate action. More information is available at
https://www.cco.on.calmembers-of-the-public/how-to-fite-a-comptaint / or by catting CCO to
learn more.

https://www.cco.on.cal2O18l11l02lglobe-and-mail-article-dated-november-1-2018-referencing-the-college-of-chiropractors-of-ontario-cco/# 1t1
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Letter to Editor

Re: Chiropractors at Crossroads, Globe and Mail online, November 1,2018

The authors are correct in noting that the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO) does not endorse any
specific style of practice. Rather, by virtue of its enabling legislation as the governing body for
chiropractic in Ontario, charged with a public interest mandate, CCO requires that all members
practise within the legislated chiropractic Scope of Practice and related standards. The authors

also correctly highlight the diligence with which the CCO pursues complaints brought against
any practising member, and that92% of CCO's inquiries, complaints and reports decisions have

been confirmed on review by the Health Professions Appeal and Review Board (in addition to all
7 discipline decisions being upheld on appeal by the Ontario courts).

However, it is demonstrably false to suggest that this rigorous and transparent disciplinary and

appeal process has been altered, or its outcomes predetermined in any way, by the style of
chiropractic practiced by the executive leadership of CCO which is comprised not only of elected

chiropractors but of public members appointed by the provincial government.

This insinuation is a gross distortion of CCO's disciplinary process and one that does not
withstand further scrutiny. By positing it, the authors have done the Globe and Mail's readership
a disservice.

Jo-Ann \Millson
Registrar & General Counsel
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
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ITEM 4.1 .17

November 19,2018

Dr. David Starmer
President, College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor St. West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5

Ms. Jo-Ann Willson
Registrar and General Counsel
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
'130 Bloor St. West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MSS 1N5

Re: Member Feedback Related to Globe and MailStory

Dear Dr. Starmer and Ms. Willson

Following the online (November 1,2018) and print (November 6, 2018) publication of the Globe
and Mailarticle on the state of chiropractic regulation in Ontario, members shared their
feedback with the OCA via phone, email, one-on-one discussions and ongoing engagements.

This letter provides a summary of that feedback.

Overall, members feel this is the most important issue to be addressed by the profession.

lssues highlighted by members include:

1. The article has led to widespread discussion, which is seen as an opportunity to
modernize the profession and regulatory oversight;

2. The description of how standards of practice, guidelines and policies, are monitored and
enforced creates a barrier to progress for the profession;

3. CCO QA and Peer Review processes are strong in providing oversight to other important
issues, however false advertising, out of scope claims and unethical business and
clinical practices continue without consequences. New approaches are required in the
current environment.

4. Members would like to see a mechanism or forum to discuss current regulatory matters
with CCO other than the current mechanisms which include road shows, written
communications and bulletins.

This feedback from members is consistent with previous survey feedback which was shared
with CCO in July, 2017,83% of members want the harmful, unethical, out of scope claims
addressed.

ln our joint meeting of August 13,2018 we discussed the critical leadership opportunity that
exists in Ontario. CCO regulates and OCA advocates for the third largest number of

2A0 - 20 V¡ctoria St.

ïoronto ON
M5C 2NB

Tet 416-860-0070
ïolt - f ree 1,- 877 - 327 - 227 3

Fax 416-860-0857

www.chiropractic.on.ca
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chiropractors in any one jurisdiction globally. Within our respective mandates we share the
common goal of a strong profess¡on prov¡ding exceptional care to the public. We rely on strong
regulation to support that goal.
Ensuring members and stakeholders have confidence in the profession is key as we seek
increased scope, greater integration and access to funding for chiropractic.

OCA looks forward to CCO taking a leadership role in the future of Chiropractic regulation.

OCA represents the majority of chiropractors in Ontario and is committed to working with our
members in:

. Reinforcing the importance of practicing within the standards CCO has established;

. Providing feedback to members, when requested, with respect to their advertising
practices;

. Encouraging all members to send their advertising content to CCO for review;

. lntensifying our work with members to ensure they are active in the CCO election
process.

A strong, accountable profession benefits all chiropractors and patients in Ontario. As the
regulator for all chiropractors it will be important for stakeholders to understand CCO's plans
and strategies to modernize oversight of the profession, supplementing existing QA and Peer
Review processes.

Sincerely,

C--á.*-t-r"
Dr. Ken Brough
Chair, OCA Board of Directors

Caroline Brereton
Chief Executive Officer
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ALLIANCE FOR CHIROPRACTIC
INTEGRITY - ACCOUN'fÀSILITY . LEADERSHIP

To the Editor,

The Alliance for Chiropractic was referenced in the article by Mr. McPhail and Mr. Benedetti,
dated November t,2OL8. We would appreciate the opportunity to clarify our position.

The Alliance for Chiropractic represents chíropractors who practice in a neurological and

salutogenic model of care delivery. We contend that chiropractic is not a treatment for any
condition. We at the AFC, endorse that chiropractors focus on caring for their patients solely to
maintain and improve the integrity of the neuro-spinal system. Every health professional

agrees that a proper functioning spine and nervous system is essential to human health,
regardless of age.

The AFC recognizes that the vertebral subluxation complex has historically evolved from its
original definitions. Attempts to continue to define subluxation in 2018 by its original definition
in 1895 are erroneous. We understand that vertebral subluxation can be regarded as

mechanical/kinesiological and/or neurologicall. ln the scientific peer-reviewed literature,
subluxation has been described by several other pseudonyms including: "joint fixation, spinal
lesion, spinal joint derangement, or joint dysfunction". Many researchers have chosen these
other definitions for political rather than scientific reasons2. At the core of scientific
understanding, the biomechanical and neuro-physiological effects are allthe same.

Furthermore, the term subluxation is a condition acknowledged and accepted outside of
chiropractic. The WHO (World Health Organization) has included the term in the lnternational
Classification of Disease as Mgg.l Subluxation Complex (Vertebral). The term is also used in the
Health Claims for Auto lnsurance as set out by the FSCO and the Auto lnsurers of Ontario.

Chiropractic is a profession that is practiced with safety, diversity, and with the patient's well-
being at the forefront. Chiropractic has boasted some of highest patient satisfaction surveys

consistently and millions of patients worldwide have favoured Chiropractors as trusted
practitioners. To make a blanket claim that all chiropractors in a neurological model of care

delívery are "pseudoscientific" and don't put their patient's needs first is blatantly libelous.

I https://spinalresearch.com.au/wp-contenVuploads/2017l06ffhe-Vertebral-Subluxation.pdf

2 Keating JC, Charlton KH, Grod JP, Perle SM, Sikorski D, Winterstein JF. Subluxation: dogma
or science? Chiropr Osteopat. 2005;13:17.

77 A-218 Silvercreek Pwy N, Su¡te 126 Guetph, 0N N1H 9EB 1,-877-997-9927
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It is inappropriate to imply that a Doctor of Chiropractic, who practices with a vitalistic
philosophy, cannot be consistent in enforcing the self-regulating mandates of the profession as

a member of the regulatory board. lt is unjust to those índividuals, and the insinuation that
vitalistic chiropractors would not be held accountable for complaints of unprofessional
behavior, is unacceptable.

It is the AFC's understanding that the College of Chiropractors sent correspondence to the
authors that outlined, with transparency, the disciplinary and objective process prior to
publication of the article, citing specifically the 92% confirmation by the Health Professions
Appealand Review Board (HPARB) of the lnquiries, Complaints, and Reports Committee (ICRC).

The Ontario Courts have upheld discipline committee decisions in all but five instances in which
decisions were appealed. This shows that the CCO is diligent at addressing complaints
concerning members acting outside of scope. To imply otherwise is nonfactual.

The AFC supports the College of Chiropractors of Ontario in the privilege of self-regulation and
we trust the process and the objectivity of those on the Board to protect the public interest and
honour the privilege of self-regulation.

ln closing, Chiropractic is trusted by thousands of Ontarians and Canadians each day and the
AFC continues to support the neurological model of practice in a professional and ethical
manner.

Alliance for Chiropractic Board of Directors

17A-278 Silvercreek Pwy N, Suite 126 Guetph, Ol.l N1H 888 1,-877-997-9927
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Subject: FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,20781:28 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Thanks for following up.
Appreciate you getting ahead of this

Cheers!

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.cÈ wrote:

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiropraticiens de l'Ontario

An online afticle in the Globe and Mail posted November 1, 2018 makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,20181:58 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1 ,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1-877-577-4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mai|: jfl9d!¡A¡@qgg.o_n çA
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
Th¡s e-mail ¡ncluding any attachments may contain confìdential information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure ¡s str¡ctly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notifo me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From
Sent: Friday, November 02,20181:56 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November L, 2018 referenc¡ng the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

mental note for the future,don't correspond with the media no matter what lawyers advise, they will always
twist the message against chiropractic

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.oÈ wrote:

@Ð
Oollege of Chiroprãctors of Ontario
L'Ordre des thiropratlc¡ens de I'Ontario

An online article in the Globe and Mail posted November L, 20LB makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 2:06 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -877 -577 -477 2
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mai l: jfrigdÍre_n@eeg. o¡=ga
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFI DENTIALITY WARNI NG:
This e-mail ¡nclud¡ng any attachments may contain confìdent¡al ¡nformation and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
d¡sclosure is strlctly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notifo me ¡mmediately by reply e-ma¡l and delete all copies including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From: I - .

Sent: Friday, November 02,2OL8 2:05 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: RE: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Good replyl
I guess the press likes controversy and sensationalism.

From: College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Sent: Novem ber 2, 2OL8 L2:49 PM

To:,'
Subject: Re: Globe ano Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

@ø
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiroprât¡dens dë I'Ontario

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 2:23 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1 ,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON M5S 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -877-577-4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
This e-mail including any attachments may contain conf¡dential information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachments w¡thout reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From
Sent: Friday, November 02, 20tg 2:22 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1-, 20L8 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Thank you for your detailed response. I would expect any board member, committee member and CCO
complaints department to act I00% independently in regards to complaints regarding scope of practice. If
chiropractors who are elected to the CCO are speaking, advertising on social media or on their website,
practicing outside the scope of practice and the standards of the CCO they should resign and future board
members should be held to the the CCO standard.

Thank you

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.cÞ wrote:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 2:10 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free:'l-877-577-4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-ma i I : jfigd!¡e¡@ceg. o¡=ea
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
This e-mail including any attâchments may contain confidential information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notify me immediately by reply e-ma¡l and delete all copies including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From;
Sent: Friday, November 02,2Ot8 2:06 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referenc¡ng the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Very good response, thankyou jD. c

From: College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Sent: November 2, 2OL8 12:48 PM

To:
Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

trØ
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiropraticiens dË I'Ontario

An online article in the Globe and Mail posted November L, 20LB makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 2:12 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mall article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON M5S 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1-877-577-4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING
This e-mail including any attachments may contain conf¡dential ¡nformation and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachmenls without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From
Sent: Friday, November 02,zOLg 2:11 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1", 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Thanks... apprec¡ate the quick response to the situation and update to members

From: College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Sent: November 2,20L8 L2:49 PM

To:
Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

@Ð
College of Chiropractürs of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chirrpråtiriêns de I'Ontario

L
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 2:56 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail artlcle dated November 1,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel:(416) 922-6355 ext. '104

Toll Free:'l -87 7 -577 -477 2
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-ma¡l: jfrie!rnen@çce.o!-€e
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFI DENTIALITY WARNI NG:
This e-mail including any attachments may contain confìdential ¡nformation and ¡s ¡ntended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in error, please notify me immediately by reply e-ma¡l and delete all cop¡es including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From: .,
Sent: Friday, November 02,2OL8 2:5s r¡vr

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November L, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Thanks for doing great work!
Keep it up!
Best regards,

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse any spelling effors or omissions.

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:49 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.oÈ wrote:

KØ
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiroprâticiens dê I'Ontario

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 3:06 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS '1 N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -877 -577 -4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mai|: jfiCdnAn@çCg_.o_n Ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
This e-mai¡ ¡nclud¡ng any attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please not¡ry me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,20Lg 3:04 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Dear Jo-Ann,

So I'm wondering about the DC in Kirkland Lake who all but slammed the CCO? is he going to receive any
type of admonishment?
It's guys like that that are dividing the profession - not the vitalits!
Just wondering.
Cheers,

On Fri, Nov 2, 2018 at 12:48 PM College of Chiropractors of Ontario (cco.info@,cco.on.ca) wrote

@Ð
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiropräticiens dê I'Ontario

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 3:42 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B

Director, Policy and Research

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON M5S 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104

Toll Free: L-877 -577 -4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: jfriedman@cco.on.ca

Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFI DENTIALITY WARNING :

This e-mail including any attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only for the person(s)
named above. Any other distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any attachments without reading it or
making a copy. Thank you.

---Original Message----
From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,2078 3:33 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November L, 201.8 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

This isn't how Mr. MacPhail communicated this in his article. ls anything going to the globe and mail to address that fact
of his inflammatory opinion piece?

Sent from my iPhone

> On Nov 2,2Ot8, at L2:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.ca> wrote

> Mr. MacPhail

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Monday, November 05, 2018 8:04 AM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November l, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext.104
Toll Free: 1 -877-577-4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:
This e-mail including any attachments may contain confidential information and is ¡ntended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please not¡ry me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachments w¡thout reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Saturday, November 03, 2018 11:36 AM
To: CCO I nfo <cco. i nfo @cco.o n.ca>; Jo-An n Wil lson <jpwil lson @cco.o n.ca>
Subiect: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Great responses Jo-Anne. Thank you.

On Nov 2,2018, at9:48 AM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cso.on.cÈ wrote

@Ð
College of Chiropractor$ of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chirqpraticiens de I'Ontario

An onlíne article in the Globe and Mail posted November L, 2OLB makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,
and characterizes the potential for conflict of interest among its elected
Council.

Dear CCO Member:

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Monday, November 05, 2018 8:05 AM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Ch¡ropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
lel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1-877-577-4772
Fax (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

Ïhis e-mail includ¡ng any attachments may contain confidential ¡nformat¡on and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
d¡sclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail ¡n enor, please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any
attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,2Ot8 8:10 PM
To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subiect: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Thank you for sending a note about this.
Appreciate your support!

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.cÈ wrote:

@Ð
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'Ordre des Chiropråticiens dê l'Ontario

An onlíne article in the Globe and Mail posted November 1, 2018 makes
reference to the role of CCO in evaluating complaints against members,

Dear CCO Member:
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Monday, November 05, 2018 8:05 AM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1 , 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: I -877 -577 -4772
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

This e-mail including any attachments may contain confìdent¡al information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other diskibution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-ma¡l in enor, please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any
attachments w¡thout reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,20tg 5:28 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subiect: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referenc¡ng the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

I don't know who to address this to specifically. These attacks have always existed and will continue. Chiropractic will
survive despite the efforts of some to destroy it because lT WORKS. lt helps people regain their health and lives when
other methods fail. The article in of itself did not bother me I have heard it all before. The issue I have is with the
Chiropractors in the article who attacked and slandered Chiorpractors like myself who practice Subluxation based
Vitalistic Chiropractic. This I fínd offensive. ln my 30 years of practice I have never once publically denounced another
Chiropractor who practiced differently from me. I may not like the way they practice but I respect and honour their right to
do so under the rules and regulations of our regulatory body. A newspaper is not the place for disgruntled Chiropractors
to express their displeasure with the way other Chiropractors practice. lf they have a complaint they should express it to
the CCO. I have had my say. Enuf Said, thank goodness the only thing most people use
newspapers for is to line their birdcages and throw out the garbage

Please visit our Website at

On Friday, November 2,2018 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.ca> wrote:

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
L'trdre des Chiroprat¡ciens de I'Ontario@Ð

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JoelFriedman
Monday, November 05, 2018 8:05 AM
Jo-Ann Willson
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FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1 ,2018 referencíng the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
Gollege of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -877 -577 -4772
Fax (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ifriedman@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY
This e-mail including any attachments may contain confidential ¡nformation and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distr¡bution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in enor, please notiff me immediately by reply e-ma¡l and delete all cop¡es includ¡ng any
attachments without reading ¡t or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Friday, November 02,2OL8 4:25 Pwt
To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referenc¡ng the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Dear Jo-Ann and Dr David;

Thank you for the email today regarding the Globe and Mail article on November 1, 2018

Excellent overview and explanation to us, the professional members.

Thank you!!!

On Nov 2,2018, at 12:48 PM, College of Chiropractors of Ontario <cco.info@cco.on.c> wrote:
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jo-Ann Willson
Thursdav. November 08, 2018 2:34 PM

RE: Conflict of lnterest on the CCO and Globe and MailArticle

Thank you. This has been received. We are compiling all feedback.

Jo-Ann Willson, B.Sc., M.S.W., LL.B.
Registrar & General Counsel

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor St. West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. I 1'l
Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: jpwllþs¡l@çge.o¡.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.c€l

CONFI DENTIALITY WARNI NG:
This e-mail including any attachments may conta¡n conf¡dent¡al information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other dishibution, copying or
disclosure is skictly prohibited. lf you have received lhis e-mail in error, please not¡ry me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies ¡nclud¡ng any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

From:
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2018 2:31 PM

To: Jo-Ann Willson <jpwillson@cco.on.ca>
Subject: Conflict of lnterest on the CCO and Globe and Mail Article

Dear Jo-Ann Willson,

Re: CCO Conflict of Interest and Recent Globe and Mail Article

I felt compelled to write to you today following the recent Globe and Mail Article which put a negative
spotlight on Chiropractic. This article and especially the responses from CMCC as well as the OCA, show a
conflict of interest of faculty members from CMCC being allowed to hold voting privileges on the CCO
council.

It was brought to my attention by concerned students of CMCC who wish to remain anonymous, that CMCC
put out an email no more than an hour after the article's releaseo regarding their communication with the
newspaper and their disappointment that additional information they had provided was not used. I can only
assume regarding pro evidenced based chiropractic. [t appears to me that they were instrumental in this article
and the negative spotlight it has put the profession in. CMCC clearly has an agenda and conflict of interest.

CCO has a different mandate than a financially driven educational institution (especially one so polarized to
ooevidenced based care"). Having an advisory role may be something to consider (from both "types of schools")
but CMCC faculty should not be able to have voting power as there is clearly a conflict of interest (or at the
very least a potential conflict) present.

As a graduate of CMCC from 2006, I practiced in the MSK model of evidence-based care and it was
1
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disheartening to say the least. In this model of care once the symptoms are resolved/suppressed the care ceases.
For me this meant that patients would get'obetter" end care but typically return with the same or similar
complaints month after month , year after year. Once I switched my paradigm to a subluxation-based model the
significant changes happened. Patients quality of life improved, their "symptoms" stayed away for the most
part, and to me the power of chiropractic was finally realized. Don't get me wrong I run a clinic where I have
multidisciplinary practitioners in it (physiotherapist, massage therapists, acupuncturist, naturopathic doctor,
kinesiologist and psychotherapist). I use the adjustment (in a specific and scientific manner), our controlled act,
that is essential and paramount to providing the most benefit to the patient. As a governing body whose mandate
is to protect the public interest does it not make sense to honour our diversity as a profession in a way that
impacts the patient's quality of life rather than merely suppression of symptoms? I now run a successful
practice where my exemplary education is being utilized not at the sacrihce of my conscience and in an

ethically sound manner.

As a practicing chiropractor it is extremely important to me that the CCO govern in the public interest (diverse
as our profession is) as per our scope of practice and the lexicon is of paramount importance to our profession.
Please do not misinterpret this letter. In no way do I condone anyone who claims chiropractic treats specific
conditions, in my opinion we do not treat any, we specifically work with the neuromusculoskeletal system to
allow for optimal function and expression by scientifically and precisely removing vertebral subluxation.

By and large the CCO has made great strides in their mandates of late (quality assurance program changes,
donation to CMCC's simulation lab, etc.) but a reform to sanitize out subluxation chiropractors is not the
direction as a member I want the CCO to move towards and it is certainly not in the public interest. It is
essential to me that a blatant conflict of interest such as this (CMCC faculty having voting privileges) needs to
be addressed immediately.

Thank you for letting me have the opportunity to speak out about this.

Sincerely,

Confidentiality Notice: The contents of this email, including any attachments, may conta¡n confidential information, personal and/or
health information intended to be rev¡ewed only by the individual(s) or organization to whom it is addressed. If you are not the
intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, please be notified that any review, distribution, copying,
saving or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immed¡ately notify the sender by return
email and delete this email from your system, including from the deleted items folder. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Subject: FW: Feedback on Nov I Globe & Mail article Chiropractors at a Crossroads

From: Jo-Ann Willson
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2OL8 2:42 AM
To: Rose Bustria <RBustria@cco.on.ca>

Cc: Joel Friedman <JFriedman@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Fwd: Feedback on Nov l- Globe & Mail article Chiropractors at a Crossroads

Council feedback.

Jo-Ann Willson, B.Sc., M.S.W., LL.B.

Begin forwarded message:

From:
Date: November7,20L8 at 8:L8:48 PM EST

To: Jo-Ann Wi I lson <jpytilbo1@cco.on.ca>
Cc: David Starmer <dstarmer@cmcc.ca>

Subject: Feedback on Nov 1 GIobe & Mail article Chiropractors at a Crossroads

Hello Ms Willson & Dr Starmer,

Thank you both for inviting me to contribute feedback for the Nov 29/18 CCO council
meeting regarding the Nov 1"/L8 Globe & Mail article Chiropractors at a Crossroads: The

Fieht for evide¡ee iasedlreatment and a profession's reputation.
I will be submitting a letter to you later this week detailing why I think this sad article is
justified and useful to the CCO. I wanted to draw your attention to an article in today's
Globe & Mai I Judicial Council droos investisation into iudge who accepted universitv
position before it's hard to find using this link
https://www.theslobeandmail.com/canada/article-iudicia l-council-drops-investigation-
into-iudge-who-accepted-temoorarv/ . lt discusses how the Canadian Judicial Council
regulates judges doing controversial extracurricular activities that compromise their
judging and dimínish respect for the judiciary. The Judical Council is concerned about
the optics - iL l o o k s bad, even though claims of objectivity are made. CCO council
members' whose extracurricular activities embroil them in controversy and politics are
no different when they appear to compromise their ability to objectively regulate the
profession in discipline matters. Their actions diminish the dignity of the CCO and their
colleagues.
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Jo-Ann Willson <ipwillson @cco.on.ca>
Date: November 11,2018 at 6:L9:26 PM EST

To:
Cc: David Starmer <drstarmer@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Letter to all Elected and Appointed CCO Council Members regarding Nov
1/18 Globe & Mail article "Chiropractors at a Crossraods: The fight for evidence-based
treatment and a profession's reputation

Thank you, this has been received, and will be compiled with all feedback for the Council
meeting on November 29,2OL8.|t will be up to Council to decide whether the items are
to be discussed in camera, consistent with the provisions of the RHPA.

Jo-Ann Willson, B.Sc., M.S.W., LL.B.

Registrar & General Counsel

College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor St. West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON M5S 1N5

Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 111

Fax: (416) 925-9610
E-mail: ipwillson@cco.on.ca
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARN ING :

This e-mail including any attachments may contain confidential information and is

intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distribution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have received this e-mail in error, please

not¡fy me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any attachments
without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

On Nov LL,2078, at 5:13 PM, wrote

Dear Ms. Willson, Dr. Starmer, Council Members,

ln response to your written invitations to submit comments for
feedback you are compiling for the Council discussion at your Nov 29/18
meeting in Toronto, I am respectfully engaging. I trust that for the sake

of candour this feedback on the Globe article will be handled as a public
segment of the meeting and not in camera. I contend such journalism

is a wake up call to chiropractic regulation and am optimistic it will
engender beneficia I improvements.

I took the time last week to speak at length with Alison Dantas, CEO of
the CCA, John Sutherland, CEO of the Federation of Canadian
Chiropractic Regulatory Boards and Caroline Brereton, CEO of the OCA

regarding the sad Globe & Mail article. Sad because it was
avoidable. As Mr. Sutherland implied, it is particularily galling to read a

cr¡ticism of chiropractic when the journalists are accurate and truthful in
their assertions.
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From a vantage of practising chiropractic ¡n Ontario for the past 34
years, I endorse the Globe article's arguments as justified because I

have direct experience with the vitalistic promotion of those Council
members Benedetti & MacPhail describe, as well as Dr Roger Turner. I

can supply specific details and times should that interest the CCO. I

concur with Dr Bronson's opinion "that in some instances the regulatory
stances are designed to protect vitalistic chiropractors instead of the
public". Again, I can provide exact details if needed by the CCO. A
positive development in this regard has been that finally on July
1/L6 the expansion of the information required to be maintained on
the CCO'S public register to include any information from earlier findings
of the ICRC such as oral cautions, specified continuing education or
remediation programs and undertakings was made. However, only
posting undertakings until they are completed is still inviting fair
questions about transparency.

Another positive development is the Oct 19/18 meeting of all L0

provincial chiropractic regulators. Some of these regulators, notably in

British Columbia and Manitoba have become more proactive in
monitoring their registrants' adherence to their Standards of Practice,
Policies and Guidelines. To rely on the unwavering CCO fallback
position of taking no disciplinary action unless a professional

misconduct complaint is filed leaves regulators open to criticism for not
sufficiently meeting their mandates to protect the public. Making a

complaint to a regulator is an intimidating, arduous and necessarily
lengthy process, that many patients shy away from.

ln this context, a Nov 7/L8 Globe & Mail article Judicial Council drops
investigation into iudge who accepted universitv
position https://www.theslobeandmail.com/canada/article-iudicial-
co uncil-d rops-i nvestigation-into-iudge-who-accepted-te m pora rvl
discusses how the Canadian Judicial Council regulates judges doing
controversial extracurricular activities that compromise their judging

and diminish respect for the judiciary. The Judicial Council is concerned
about the optics - it I o o k s bad, even though claims of objectivity
are made. CCO council members' whose extracurricular activities
embroil them in controversy and politics are no different when they
appear to compromise their ability to objectively regulate the
profession in discipline matters. Their actions diminish the dignity
of the CCO and their colleagues. An interesting footnote to this is a Oct
22/tg Globe & Mail article The Canadian iudicial Council-not Justice
Patrick Smith- deserves scrutiny
https://www.theglo bea nd ma i l.com/o pi n ion/a rticle-the:ca nad ia n-

iudicia l-council-not-i ustice-oatrick-sm ith-deserves/ by Scott Hutchison,

a lawyer & partner with Henein/Hutchison. This is the same firm
defending Dr Cliff Hardick's professional misconduct complaint currently
before the CCO. Seems like these types of cases are a good legal niche

business.

It behooves us all to consider that the risk of not improving the
appearance of transparent, objective, conflict of interest free
regulation of chiropractic in the public interest may be compromising
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the mandate to remain a self regulat¡ng profession; especially in the
climate of a new provincial conservative government under Mr. Ford

looking at budget items líne by line.

Thank you for circulating these concerns as outline above

Sincerely,
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179From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Friedman
Friday, November 02,2018 1:58 PM
Jo-Ann Willson
FW: Globe and Mail article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors
of Ontario (CCO)

Joel D. Friedman, BSc, LL.B
Director, Policy and Research
College of Chiropractors of Ontario
130 Bloor Street West, Suite 902
Toronto, ON MsS 1N5
Tel: (416) 922-6355 ext. 104
Toll Free: 1 -87 7 -577 -477 2
Fax: (416) 925-96'10
E-ma il : jÍjedn_a_n@çgg. o_n çA
Web Site: www.cco.on.ca

CONFIDENTIALITY WARNI NG:
Th¡s e-ma¡l including any attachments may contain confìdential information and is intended only for the person(s) named above. Any other distr¡bution, copying or
disclosure is strictly prohibited. lf you have rece¡ved th¡s e-mail ¡n enor, please notifo me immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies including any

attachments without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

Fror
Sent: Friday, November 02,20t81:36 PM

To: CCO lnfo <cco.info@cco.on.ca>

Subject: Re: Globe and Ma¡l article dated November 1, 2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario (CCO)

Why did the CCO decline to comment? not all chiros are crazy

Sent: Friday, November 02,2018 at 12:48 PM
From: "College of Chiropractors of Ontario" <cco.info@cco.on.ca>
To:
Subject: Re: Globe and Mart artrcre dated November 1,2018 referencing the College of Chiropractors of Ontario
(cco)
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